We have gathered this evening here in Buenos Aires, as in Kuala Lumpur and many other cities around the world, to honor a great man whose birthday we celebrate today. I am referring to a great figure born in the United States in 1890 in the State of Texas, into a family of German origin which had made their home in the State of Kansas. He had a difficult youth, although he didn’t lack the elemental things of life, but he found himself forced by circumstances to work since his childhood to help his family. His Mennonite mother, of deep religious feelings, transferred to his son some values that he always maintained. But she had to endure significant alterations in her scale of values when not without her strong opposition she had to admit his son’s election of the military career. He followed several of the specialized schools within his country’s Army where he chose infantry. Nevertheless in his many military destinations he had little contact with troops, which he only got to command at the end of his career. He specialized in strategy and logistics trying to put at the disposal of his troops all they might need so they could use it when necessary.
One of his biographers who wrote a book of over eight hundred pages on his life tells us that while very young he made good friendship with a boy of his age with whom he shared academic and social activities, and that once, when they went fishing together by a brook his friend asked him what he would like to become when grown up. He replied that he would like to become one of the best football players. And you? What would you like to be? I would like to be president of the United Status. Ike wrote many years later: “None of us got what he wished”. He was a good football player until he twisted his ankle and afterwards he became a good coach in several army teams, and that, believe it or not, gave him great possibilities and opened for him many doors. 
Of conservative tendencies, those that procure the maintenance of status quo, he did not doubt in introducing novelties when he thought that was good. But with the inexperience of youth he thought his idea were sounder and stronger than those of his superiors and so he wrote in a periodical publication edited at his regiment. He got an immediate reprimand from above and he learned that the military should keep their opinions for themselves until they retire. As in Lafontaine’s fable of the crow and the fox the lesson proved to be valuable. 

In due time he had very important superiors whose names we all know: George Marshall and Douglas Mac Arthur among them. They seem to have foreseen the possibilities of the young officer, and instead of trying to stop his ideas they helped him to develop his vision based in what they saw of good in his temperament. He remained in each military step longer than was average until a catastrophic event forced him to squeeze his brain and think about the solutions to the awful problem before him. When the crash of October ’29 took place he had to face an army of civilians of 250 thousand men which with no work and no resources gets ready to help a nation in problems. Everything is there against his principles. He does not relieve in organized civilians. He doesn’t even relieve too much in his commander in chief, a polio attacked man named Franklin Roosevelt who does not admit inaction as a solution to the existing problems. But he remembers his journal writings, keeps his opinions for himself and as a good officer he prepares to obey the orders of his superiors. He realized that the two 150 thousand civilians are note evil people but citizens who look for the betterment of other people and he begins to understand many things which he keeps in his mind for further use. 

It is not the case to recall now his entire military career. The young officer becomes general, the war gets to the US, and he is appointed commander of the American Expeditionary Forces in Europe. He organizes the landing of an army of six hundred thousand men and he gets the triumph over the Nazi-fascist enemy. Then come the details of the enemy’s surrender and he follows to the setter his orders: in no case a division among the allied nations. And so, even if his heart does not pump at the rhythm of the Soviet Union he rejects any arrangement in which she is not involved. He makes a good friendship with marshal Zhukov overcoming the opinions of military men such as Marshal Montgomery and of civilians such as Winston Churchill and after several sour experiences he gets to New York to receive the apotheosis of several millions of his countrymen gathered at the avenues of the great city to welcome the idol, the hero, the chief. 

 To think about the quiet plains of Kansas is no longer possible. He faces his political obligations and is twice elected president of the United States. In the first occasion he gives his oath before the Chief Justice on the Sacred Bible and he chooses the lecture of Salm 33 which reads: “Get apart from evil and act good; search for peace and go for it.”
It is also improper to analyze here his deeds as president; but I can’t fail to remember that while I was in my long fellowship organized under his illustrious name he ordered a strong force of federal troops to accompany a group of twelve Negro girls, born under the American Constitution, to enforce their right to study in public schools. 

More than fifty years ago, a young Argentine 30 years old, who now, a bit older, is speaking before you, had the pleasure of shaking his hand at the Oval Room of the White House. He also had the opportunity of reviewing the cadets of the Air Force Academy, then located in Denver, Colorado, standing side by side of Mamie Eisenhower, the wife of the man we remember today
All that, together with unnumbered other things of happy remembrances, commit my spirit in recalling the figure of General Dwight Eisenhower. 

On behalf of the Argentine American Cultural Institute and on behalf of the many Argentine Eisenhower Fellows I invite His Excellency the Ambassador of the United States of America to accompany me in uncovering the portrait of the former President which as from today will honor our house. 
