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General Powell, Professor Yunus, Mr. Kirdar, Eisenhower trustees, distinguished guests – and of course, my fellow fellows – 

On behalf of the USA Fellows here tonight, I want to tell you that it is truly an honor and privilege to share this stage with Karin tonight to speak with – and thank you – for a number of life-changing experiences that have come my way over the last 15 months of my fellowship.

About a week ago, I got a call from Dan who asked me if I would say a few words at dinner – and of course, I said yes – never passing up an opportunity to talk about my favorite subject …

And then I started to do a little research and rediscovered one of my favorite Eisenhower quotes -- 
Responding to a question about the first televised presidential news conference in 1955, Eisenhower said,

I can think of nothing more boring for the American people than to have to sit in their living rooms for a whole half hour looking at my face on their television screens.

Arguably the finest soldier the U.S. has ever known, a President who led us through 8 years of peace and prosperity – yet still humble and even self-deprecating. No wonder every world leader wanted to spend time and learn from him and every young American wanted to be like him.  

President Eisenhower was many things; but when I look back at his life – it was anything but boring.  

And I can only hope that you won’t find me boring either as I retell a story or two from my trips to Korea, North Korea (for a day), China and Hong Kong -- but even if I am – I guarantee you that I will stick to my five minutes – maybe six.
So, here’s my story.  Eisenhower Fellowships changed my life.  

Changed my family’s lives.  

Changed the lives of a number of the young men and women who work at my little start-up company – 

And I know Eisenhower Fellowships has changed the lives of thousands of others in places far and near.

I don’t know exactly why I was selected for this position – but I do know that I was blessed and I try to repay this blessing every day that I can.

My opportunity, like so many of yours, came at a crazy time in my life.  In addition to a busy family life with three children -- 

I work as Director of Polling at the Institute of Politics at Harvard’s Kennedy School – 2008 was a busy year for obvious reasons.  In addition, I recently started a new business, and although the grand plans include clients and offices worldwide – I literally started it 3 months before my first contact with Eisenhower Fellowships.

From day one, I thought big.  And this is no exaggeration – just about every person from every organization that I requested to meet as part of my application process – I met with.  And in many cases, thanks to you.

The CEO of one of the largest social networking companies in Asia – an Eisenhower Fellow – I met him.  We spent hours together comparing social networking around the world and lessons from the U.S.

The legendary pro-democracy leader and potential candidate for president of Korea – an Eisenhower Fellow, I met him – and literally created a new product for my company based in part from an idea from our meeting.

The head of strategic planning for Sinopec, one of the largest companies on the planet – an Eisenhower Fellow, I met him.  He will forever refer to me as “strong man” – but that’s another story.

And after about a month on the road, tired and suffering from some pretty bad neck and back pain – my new friend from Beijing took me to his hot spring spa, to lunch in the country and then his home – insisting that I could not leave until I felt better and was refreshed.

The point is that I asked for a lot -- meetings with some of the most influential people in the world, personal time in their countries and their homes – and I got everything I imagined and more.  

My wife was able to spend two weeks with me traveling through China and seeing first hand the yin and the yang of a most remarkable country and culture.

My kids have by far a much greater appreciation of the world – seen through our eyes and the eyes of hundreds of fellows I’ve had the honor to meet the last year.  

My employees and clients that we advise – in the private sector, non-profit sector and the public sector like the Governor of Massachusetts and the United States Marine Corps -- now have an opportunity to apply what I’ve learned from my travels around the world to become better communicators and collaborators.

Because of the opportunity that you created for me – I was a guest twice in Europe last year; I have been back to Asia already – and have trips planned to Taiwan this summer and France in the fall.  Unheard of two years ago.

My friends and colleagues back home don’t believe me when I say – yeah, I have a good friend in Bangladesh.  Or sure, I can hook you up in Hungary, Italy, Romania, Saudi Arabia or Peru.
But you know what I mean.  And that’s powerful.

To paraphrase my friend Chungwon Choi in Korea – these are not friends of mine in this room – we’re closer than that – we are Eisenhower Fellows.

And what makes Eisenhower Fellowships special is the opportunities of a lifetime that you give to each and every one of us.  You don’t ask for anything back other than our best efforts to leave the fellowship and the world a better place for it.  

So, thank you.  
Please consider everything you can to create more opportunities like this for USA fellows in the future – and trust that every new fellow that we welcome brings new energy, insight, spirit – and connections to thousands of others just like them.

Thank you very much.
Karin Petterson
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My Dear Friends

General Powell

Dr Yunus

Sponsors, trustees and friends of Eisenhower Fellowships

When I called my Dad this morning, and told him about my plans for this speech, he protested wildly: no no no, you can not quote a Swedish social democratic politician to a bunch of Americans! It’s just not polite!

Don’t worry Dad, I said, I’m sure they’ve seen worse. And I stuck with my plan.

Anna Lindh, the Swedish Foreign Minister who was murdered on a street in Stockholm five years ago, said some time before her death, talking about the difficult situation in the Middle East:

“Resignation is our biggest enemy”.

Those words have stuck with me, and I’ve been thinking about them from time to time during these last seven weeks of traveling the US, with my Fellows and on my own.

Because it is easy to withdraw, look inwards and only worry about the things that are closest to yourself. Especially in times like this, when the world is in a crisis and the ground under our feet is shaking. 

The opposite of resignation is curiosity, and action. For me, this is what the Eisenhower Fellowships is all about. It’s about finding the knowledge and energy to act and truly live in the world, and to care about the things that are bigger then yourself. It’s about solidarity, cooperation and innovation. 

Anna Lindh was my personal hero, because she had the abilities I look for in a leader: energy, vision, courage and compassion. 

I also picked the quote, because I know that General Powell and Anna Lindh had great respect for each other, and worked well together. And this shows, that there are things that transcend political differences. 
The vision of Eisenhower Fellowships is building a better world through personal relationships, across borders and cultural differences. And believe me, you have succeeded.

I didn’t think before I came here that I would have an animated discussion about gay marriage with a new, very dear friend from Saudi-Arabia, Mohammed, and another Mohammed, from Egypt, on the rim of the Grand Canyon. But I did.
I didn’t think that I would witness that same Egyptian becoming best friends with a Maria Carolina, a beautiful woman from Colombia. But I did.
Above all, who would have thought that I, on my first night in Philadelphia, would have the absolutely mind-boggling experience of seeing Bruno, a French fighter pilot going crazy singing Abba songs in a karaoke bar in Chinatown. But I did! And I want to thank Eisenhower Fellowships for that. 

Funnily enough, and this is just a footnote, since I am a journalist I did my homework, yesterday and I read somewhere that General Powell also has a soft spot for Abba. I don’t know if that’s a military thing, I’m just going to leave it at that. 

----
This last year has been a year of change, of hope, and for many people, a year of hardship. I think it is an incredible thing that the generosity of the people involved in the Eisenhower Fellowship has made it possible for all of us to come here, to explore your country and share this experience with you and each other despite the difficult times America is going through. 

I want to thank you all, and this is on behalf of our whole group, for what you have done for us. We are deeply, truly grateful for this opportunity. 
----

So, what now?

As Puni, my Fellow from Indonesia said yesterday, this journey has been an amazing gift, and it’s now up to us to find ways to pay you back. And we will do our best, in this exciting, challenging and changing world. 

I started out with a quote by Anna Lindh, and I will end it with a few words from another hero of mine, and many others. Abraham Lincoln wrote these words in a message to Congress one month before signing the Emancipation Proclamation, and I think they speak to the challenges the world is currently facing;
“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew and act anew.”

Or, as Abba wrote in “Take a Chance on Me”
“Gonna do my very best and it ain't no lie

If you put me to the test, if you let me try”
Thank you! 
