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(Text as prepared for delivery)
Let me begin by asking you to help me welcome the newest members of the family to Philadelphia, cradle of American democracy and home of the world champion Phillies. Twenty-three Fellows from our 2009 Multi-Nation Program. Please stand with your spouses. 
Families can’t thrive without resources. We are extremely appreciative of the family members who make it financially possible for us to operate. Welcome to our Trustees, sponsors, and members of the President’s Advisory Council and their spouses. Please stand. 
A lot of family members who live right here in the neighborhood. Welcome to our alumni Philadelphia USA Fellows, and members of the Philadelphia Steering Committee. Please stand. 

And finally, in every family, somebody has to do the work. Please help me show our appreciation to the Eisenhower Fellowships staff who are with us tonight. Would you and your spouses rise. 

Here’s the way the next little while will unfold. We’ve asked two fellows to speak – Sodo Erdenetsogt and Seamus O’Prey. In 4-5 minutes they’ll be telling you who they are, why they are here, and something tangible they’re hoping to take home. 
(After Fellows speak) 
This family is not bound together by ties of blood or marriage. What unites us is a shared belief that we can help to create the world Dwight Eisenhower envisioned at his birthday celebration in 1953, the year EF was born. A world more prosperous. A world more peaceful, A world more just. A world where dialogue lays a foundation for understanding and collaboration.

Eisenhower Fellowships and Eisenhower Fellows must continue to contribute tangibly to that effort. We can make a real difference. Over the past 56 years, we have invested heavily in the human capital needed to do this. And many, many Fellows around the world have had a positive impacts on their societies.
Just look at the home team, our USA Fellows from Philadelphia. Diverse. Accomplished. A critical mass of recognized leaders in virtually every sector of society. Business. Medicine. Poverty reduction. Government.

There’s a Philadelphia Fellows Alumni Association, which just elected officers. Congratulations Pedro Ramos, Diane Dalto, and Tim Boyle. 
You Philadelphia Fellows can be a model for Fellows around the world. A model of how effective Eisenhower Fellows can be when they work together. Of how Fellows can make a real difference. 
You are already actively engaged with one another. And not just to socialize. You collaborate in small groups. You host events for new Fellows. You recently launched a series of salons. 
Let me challenge you to move to the next level. Each of you has your passion. Your Fellowship has given you a key to a worldwide network of people like you. Leverage that in partnership with other Fellows here in Philadelphia… or around the world. Move forward on the proposal to team up with the Irish Fellows on Caroline Casey’s initiative for persons with disabilities. Set up with the Irish, or another country, an exchange program for inner city youth. Expand on Tine Hansen-Turton’s medical partnerships. 
There are limitless possibilities for people with your talent, energy and vision. That’s why you were selected to be Eisenhower Fellows. 

The Philadelphia Steering Committee has done a terrific job for the past nine years identifying such high-quality Fellows for us. Let me thank Jane Pepper, President of Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, who provides wise leadership and all the members of her committee. I hope the Steering Committee members, like the Philadelphia Fellows, will continue to think of Eisenhower Fellowships as an important part of your lives and as a global opportunity. The world around you is your world.

Every family has losses, and the past year we’ve had several. I would like to remember here with our profound respect the death of Lenore Annenberg – her husband was a founding member of EF’s Board, and she was a committed supporter and honorary trustee. And another Trustee, Constantine Taki Papadakis, who died just yesterday… Member of the Executive Committee and a force for positive throughout Philadelphia. And the Philadelphia Steering group’s founding co-chair, Anne d’Harnoncourt, who passed away unexpectedly last June. Anne was the universally respected Director of Philadelphia Museum of Art. 
The lives and work of these three remarkable people demonstrate that one person can indeed make a profound difference to important institutions and their communities. 
The world has become dramatically more uncertain since we assembled here last March for our 2008 Multi-Nation Program. The economic uncertainty has caused tremendous hardship for millions around the world. 
At Eisenhower Fellowships, we have every expectation that we will see our way through a very rough period. We are adapting to a new environment. Our capital endowment took a major hit. But we are fortunate to have strong support from dedicated individuals and sponsors, a number of whom are here tonight. We still have money in the bank, and we’re pursuing an ambitious development program here and abroad. 
Let me say to the Fellows here tonight and around the world. We are not a poor family, but we can’t operate with a stable source of revenue. We need your help in identifying new funding sources, and new prospects. You can act as scouts and validators not just in identifying, but also signing up new Trustees and sponsors to support EF. 
In Philadelphia, Rob Powelson, Tim Boyle and Pedro Ramos already are taking up the challenge. In North Carolina, Wendell McCain, a venture capitalist, joined the President’s Advisory Council. Our Fellows in Turkey have been extremely active and successful, and we’ve had assistance from Fellows in Brazil, India, Korea, Japan, Malaysia and Peru. 
We also need your help in ensuring that others know that Eisenhower Fellowships is another great thing Philadelphia gives to the world. Like the Art Museum, the Flower Show, Project HOME, Mural Arts. And, of course, the Phillies. 
We continue to develop our capital base: the Fellows. We have a truly spectacular group of new Fellows this year, part of the long line dating back 56 years. Later this week, our 2009 USA Fellows will come to town, join our orientation program, and build group cohesion. 
The Eisenhower Fellowship can never be a passive experience. Eisenhower Fellows are chosen because they had already shown they know how to make things happen. 
For the MNP Fellows, your programs will give you a chance to see America in all its many shapes and sizes. You’ll visit large and small cities and travel north, south, east and west. We won’t hide America’s problems; perhaps you will have ideas and fashion partnerships that will help us.

You come at a beautiful time. It’s spring in America, and the trees and flowers are blooming after a very hard winter. All of you, MNP or USA Fellows, will travel in a world fighting to blossom again – to a secure economic footing. Last week’s G-20 meeting suggests there’s a new appetite for cooperation. But cooperation is built on the work of individuals, leaders like each one of you…and the passion you bring to your work, and your lives in each of your communities. 

Eisenhower Fellowships embraces that passion. It’s in our DNA, as it’s in yours. Our commitment is to help you in every way we can to make the most of the next couple months. The experience can be life-changing; the opportunities are bounded only by the limits of your imagination. Explore the highways and by-ways…get off the beaten track – both geographically and intellectually.
As you, the 2009 Fellows, set out, think strategically. Have clear goals in mind. And prioritize. This week we will talk to you about developing questions that you can use each meeting, questions that can help flesh out future outcomes, outcomes that leverage your abilities and which you can implement when you return home.

I’m really excited about this program and the one already revving up for the fall. We’re delighted that you’re with us as we get rolling. Fasten your seat belts for an exciting year (and for many of you, for your drives home tonight). 
One last point. Big families have big family reunions. This year, ours is in Paris. France, not Maine. October 1-2 is the Paris Conference on energy and the environment, where we also will launch our fall 2009 fall program on Fueling Growth. It will be “formidable.” An array of world-class speakers. Dinners at the French Senate’s Luxembourg Palace and on the Seine. Sign up now at the link on website www.eisenhowerfellowships.org.

That’s it for tonight. Thanks, and good night.
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