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Ms. Guajardo had four key objectives during her fellowship program: to learn more about urban planning strategies; to study business improvement districts and large infrastructure projects; to visit cities with a historically rich architecture; and to view examples of new urbanism and mixed-use development.
Major urban planning institutions in the U.S. today recognize that urban growth through the use of the automobile is not economically feasible nor environmentally sustainable, and that new and better forms of planned growth should be created in order to avoid sub-urbanism and sprawl. Ms. Guajardo learned, through her team visit to Detroit, that the city was a perfect example of such a metropolitan area; it is hugely expansive (60 miles x 60 miles), with about two thirds of the area occupied by vacant lots or abandoned buildings. It is now paying the price for its decaying expressways and freeways and is trapped by its own destiny. 
Portland, OR, Ms. Guajardo’s other team city, decided instead to invest in railroads and is considered environmentally conscious, efficient and friendly toward its citizens. The small but efficient public transportation system called the TRIMET covers the entire city, promotes pedestrian traffic and includes a well-integrated bus network and a no-charge light rail system (within the city limits). The city decided through regional councils and an active civic engagement to limit the city’s expansion through urban growth boundaries. Focusing on density and a better usage of space, the city will manage to accommodate an expected large increase in population over the coming decade. Portland is moving to LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) standards including building construction and is becoming a model of planning in the U.S. through mixed-use development. Noting Professor Gary Hack’s point that “every city has control over its own fate”, Ms. Guajardo finds this an adage that seems to work well when there is leadership and a clear vision to move forward. Since the citizens of Portland care about making their city a good place to live and work, it has become a model for working together to create a better future. Ms. Guajardo also mentioned that she was positively impressed that cities and communities are using planning as a tool to limit growth. 

A meeting with the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation in New York gave her a flavor for an extraordinarily large scale urban infrastructure and redevelopment project. She learned that the project is creating confidence and trust for private development to invest with confidence in that area. She also visited Governor’s Island where the head of the Planning Commission took her on a tour.
Ms. Beth Reiter, the executive director for the Metropolitan Planning Commission in Savannah, GA, hosted Ms. Guajardo for a half day. She found Savannah to be the home of the most impressive collection of historical architecture in the U.S. The city was planned on a series of squares intended to be a refuge from Indian attacks, and has 24 self-sufficient wards. She also visited historical sites such as Monticello in Virginia and the University of Virginia which are great examples of Palladian architecture. 
A visit to Seaside, FL, provided Ms. Guajardo with an opportunity to view one of the most successful examples of a new community planning technique called New Urbanism or Traditional Neighborhood Development in the U.S. A tour of Seaside, which is designed to foster a sense of community, reinforced her sense that this technique will be applied to many other new communities in the U.S. and abroad.
In concluding, Ms. Guajardo said: “This Eisenhower Fellowship experience has given me the opportunity to strengthen virtues such as patience, listening to others, tolerance, and to work on cross-cultural communication and conflict resolution. It has helped me to broaden my communication skills in an international and more interdependent global environment, and gave me the opportunity to deepen my knowledge in the practice of urban planning and development.”
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