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Dr. Amr Attia, one of Egypt’s leading urban planning academics and practitioners, is an associate professor at Ain Shams University where he teaches urban planning, urban design, and sustainable development.  He is also vice president of PUD (Planning and Urban Development) Consulting firm, which is involved in mega planning & urban design projects in and outside Egypt.  As such, he has been actively involved in the preparation of strategic plans for Egypt’s rural villages and is preparing for development strategies in two of the country’s largest cities. 
During his fellowship, Dr. Attia focused on public participation in urban planning and on the challenges of urbanization. He also considered the urban design of coastal areas and gated communities, having visited gated communities in Scottsdale, Marina del Rey, and Coral Gables. He had the benefit of visiting and learning from city visionaries, including those involved in the planning process in 25 different cities and 10 states (Philadelphia (Olin Partnerships), Washington, D.C. (The World Bank, Cities Alliance, Planning Commission, AIA, APA, Urban Land Institute), New York (Commissioner David Burney, Amanda Burden, John Whitehead), Chicago (SOM), Las Vegas and surroundings, Greater Phoenix (economic development organizations, Arizona State University), Southern California (EDSW, SOM), San Francisco (BSR 2007, EDAW & SOM), New Orleans (Office of Recovery Management), Tampa and coastal towns toward Miami, Boston (Waterfront Conference, Harvard, MIT), Greenville, SC (Clemson) and Charleston, S.C. (Naval Shipyard).
Leaders who greeted Dr. Attia enhanced his knowledge of city development strategies as a principal parameter of the challenges of urbanization.  Discussions with these leaders focused on how cities’ visions are formulated, and who decides them.

Dr. Attia noticed during his fellowship that city development strategy formulation in the U.S. is determined by the interaction of the political, socio- cultural, aesthetic, economic, environmental and physical dimensions. The decision-makers (governors, city managers, mayors, municipality officials, senators, etc) are the cornerstone for formulating city policies and strategies. They are also predominantly concerned with realizing the vision of the city put forward by city planners (architects, urban designers, urban planners, economic planners) in cooperation with the different stakeholders (the community, interest groups, community leaders, public administration, private sector, developers, nongovernmental organizations, environmentalists, etc.) based on the assets and potentials that exist in each city. 

Accordingly, appointments with planning consultants experienced in city development plans, some strategic thinkers and philosophers, politicians, developers and contractors were incorporated into his program.  
Mr. Attia’s fellowship resulted in many new linkages to American universities, and he has returned to Cairo equipped with more insight and knowledge to propel his work within government and at his leadership institute to a new productive level.

