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Mr. Oupa Nkoane is an executive manager for the National Urban Renewal Programme of the Department of Provincial and Local Government in Pretoria, South Africa. Fortuitously, his fellowship coincided with his involvement in the current critical evaluation of South Africa’s provincial and local government. Mr. Nkoane’s exchange of ideas with thought leaders at premier planning agencies, including the Congress for New Urbanism and the American Planning Association, will help guide and inform his policy recommendations for modernizing South African urbanization systems. 

Meetings at the Federal level, including with the National Capital Planning Commission, Housing and Urban Development, the DC Planning Commission, and the Urban Land Institute, laid the groundwork for Mr. Nkoane’s visits with regional and city-level planners across the country. He observed that “I initially thought that the Federal system of government is flawless and the USA has perfected it, only to find that intergovernmental tensions and intra-municipal planning challenges still present a significant problem.” 

In New York City, Mr. Nkoane was particularly impressed with the director of the 125th Street Business Improvement District’s passion for revitalizing Harlem. He also saw leading models in action through visits to the New York Regional Plan Association, which successfully engages stakeholders in the planning process, and the Pratt Center for Community Development, whose director acquainted Mr. Nkoane with the seminal work of Robert Moses. 
Complementing meetings in the public and non-profit sectors, Mr. Nkoane met renowned scholars from Harvard’s Kellogg School of Government and Graduate School of Design, and UC Berkeley’s Department of City and Regional Planning. At the University of Pennsylvania, he spent an engaging morning sharing observations with Dr. Eugenie Birch, professor and chair of the Department of City and Regional Planning, who had spent time teaching in South Africa and remains well-connected with practitioners there.
Mr. Nkoane gained broader exposure to American culture through a day spent at the North Carolina State Fair, and was inspired to see Bo Diddley perform when the Mississippi Blues Commission unveiled a blues marker honoring him in his hometown of McComb, Mississippi. Throughout his fellowship, Mr. Nkoane took advantage of opportunities as they presented themselves: for example, he introduced himself at Atlanta’s city planning offices – which happened to be in the same building as the conference he was attending – and parlayed a brief courtesy appointment into a substantive two-hour meeting with key planning staffers.  
Mr. Nkoane stated that his fellowship went beyond his expectations in terms of content and practice. Examples of partnerships formed as a result of his fellowship include the following:
•
With the Urban Age Institute and Stellenbosch University, South Africa’s Cities Network is organizing a conference on Learning Cities to be held in South Africa in February 2008.
•
With City Alliance, he is looking at how Tshwane, the capital city of South Africa, can re-activate the membership in the alliance. 

•
A potential collaboration is planned between the City of Philadelphia’s Neighborhood Transformation Initiative and his Urban Renewal Programme. 

During his fellowship, Mr. Nkoane gained exposure to various types, structures, planning models, and designs of U.S. cities, insight into their political and administrative management and social configuration, and details about the financing of urban development and the roles of various funders. Just as importantly, he said, “the once in a lifetime fellowship ushered into my life more than 30 new friends, international like-minded people, seasoned professionals in the field of urban planning and development.” 
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