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Iqbal Habib is one of Bangladesh’s leading practicing architects. As managing director and director of ‘VITTI Sthapati Brindo Ltd’, he has completed a number of buildings and some urban lake development and master planning projects. He has also been involved in environmental activism as a member of Bangladesh Environmental Movement, overseeing a variety of environmental issues from wetland and canals protection to building bylaws and city master plan issues, and from water pollution to open space conservation. He is engaged in public awareness and motivation programs; organizing and implementing seminars and workshops for sustainable solutions to environmental problems; and negotiating with the government on policymaking processes for environmental protection and restoration programs. During his fellowship, Mr. Habib met with leaders, architects, and urban planners in these areas to learn more about sustainable solutions to urban environmental issues and city governance.  In addition, he met with professionals to learn about comprehensive approaches and methodologies practiced by organizations engaged in environmental activism. 
His fellowship meetings provided Mr. Habib with unique opportunities to identify characteristics of success.  He noted inspiration, stewardship, and pro bono initiatives as essential elements of successful programs.  He learned about inspiration through his team’s visit (arranged by USA Fellow Maitreyi Roy) to the Norris Square Neighborhood Association in Philadelphia where the group met Ms. Iris Brown who has created an oasis for families and children in the middle of her impoverished neighborhood.  He also learned about the inspirational possibilities of using art to build communities through Philadelphia’s Mural Arts program, founded by USA Fellow Jane Golden.    Mr. Habib’s meetings with the global Waterkeeper Alliance and the Hermann Park Conservancy in Houston demonstrated the power of community stewardship of natural areas.  He has already established a connection between the Waterkeeper Alliance and the Bangladesh Environmental Movement.  The last characteristic of success identified by Mr. Habib was pro bono initiatives, particularly a program that he learned about in San Francisco; that city’s 1% program of Public Architecture connects nonprofit organizations in need of design assistance with architecture and design firms willing to donate their time. 
Regarding his broader experience in the United States, Mr. Habib stated, “I believe now that greatness of America lies in the balancing of its economic structure, freedom of alternative thoughts, and initiatives using alternative sources of financing….In my fellowship visits I have learned that across the planet, groups ranging from ad hoc neighborhood associations to well funded international organizations are confronting [the same] issues….I shall take back home the core realization that we are not alone and the time to act…is now.”
