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Architect

Empresa de Transportes e Trânsito de 
Belo Horizonte – BHTRANS

Belo Horizonte, BRAZIL

Liliana Delgado Hermont has been working in the transport department of the Belo Horizonte government since 1996, concerned with increasing the mobility of the population, especially the poorest.  As advisor in the Director's Office of Project Development and Implementation, she oversees a wide variety of transport projects, most recently including taxed parking areas and accessible sidewalks. During her fellowship, Ms. Hermont focused on how public transport and well-designed urban spaces can affect the quality of life in the city centers. She visited experts in transport projects, both non-motorized and non-polluting, that increase population mobility and provide equitable transportation opportunities and flexible solutions to problems of accessibility.
Her fellowship meetings led to relationships with professionals in the United States that she intends to maintain.  She had several appointments and site visits to transit-oriented development projects that convinced her of the contributions this sort of development makes towards quality of life, urban revitalization, and economic development.  She met with a diverse range of professionals – government planners, private sector developers, academics, and non-profit public transportation and environmental advocates.  Ms. Hermont expects to bring home with her a new enthusiasm for public-private partnerships, pedestrian and bicycle master plans for her community, and a more holistic view of planning.

In addition to her professional appointments, Ms. Hermont noted that two of her program highlights were her visits to Research Triangle Park and her home hospitality visit on USA Fellow Alex Douse’s apple farm.  These opportunities gave her a deeper understanding of American culture and convinced her of the value of the Eisenhower Fellowships alumni network.

She notes that “one of the contributions of the Eisenhower Fellowship to my leadership development is the certainty that it is necessary to define the goals and the city vision we want to achieve.  As planners, we have to know how we want to be recognized.”  She noted that “this Eisenhower Fellowship will contribute to make my project of a streetcar in Belo Horizonte a reality.”

