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Lorelei (Lea) Ng is an advocate of sustainable development and green architecture design principles. As an architect with the Philippines’ largest land developer, Ayala Land Inc., Ms. Ng has worked on a variety of residential and commercial projects. She is currently designing a large affordable housing project which is envisioned as a model of environmentally responsible and sustainable development for the Philippines. During her fellowship, Ms. Ng focused on sustainable architectural practices via meetings at architecture firms, universities, public agencies, and non-profit organizations.
Upon arrival in Philadelphia, Ms. Ng had the opportunity to meet with John Gattuso, SVP and Director, National and Urban Development, Liberty Property Trust, to discuss green building practices. He then invited her to don a hard hat and ascend the Comcast Building (currently under construction) for an unparalleled view of Center City Philadelphia. Meeting highlights from her program travels included the Environmental Protection Agency’s Energy Star Homes program, the U.S. Green Building Council, San Francisco’s OrganicARCHITECT, Miami’s Perkins + Will, Berkeley’s Build it Green, Miami University’s School of Architecture Dean Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and New York’s Projects for Public Spaces. 
Through site visits to Sidwell Friends School’s award-winning new green Middle School building, the Stardust Center for Affordable Homes in Phoenix, and Harvard’s Green Building Campus Initiative, Ms. Ng had the opportunity to inspect a wide range of green practices in action. There she learned about the energy efficiency and resource conservation outcomes of installations including solar PVC cells, rain water harvesting, double piping, day-lighting, geothermal and wind energy, green and white roofs, and other innovations. 

Three conferences were incorporated into Ms. Ng’s program, including the Energy and Environmental Building Association’s Excellence in Building Conference, which provided numerous examples of sustainability in practice; Rail-Volution: Building Livable Communities with Transit, which offered information on transit oriented development initiatives throughout North America; and the Greenbuild 2007 Conference, an assembly of 18,000 practitioners invested in environmentally sound principles.  
Throughout her program, Ms. Ng explored sustainable development models and best practices of green architecture that could be successfully applied to land and community planning in the Philippines. However, despite the replicable concepts she encountered while in the U.S., Ms. Ng warned that the Philippines “must be cautious in copying exactly again everything that’s foreign (or American, for that matter), and also disregarding everything that’s local to the Philippines. We should learn from best practices in other countries, but we must be wise in analyzing whether that practice is suitable for our country or not.”

Specific post-program goals include promoting adoption of a model like Harvard’s Green Campus Initiative at the University of the Philippines, the Ateneo de Manila, and La Salle University. She also aspires to help form an organization that will join the U.S. Green Building Council and develop a green standard rating system along the lines of LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). Finally, she hopes to guide her firm in partnering with the Department of Science and Technology in the Philippines to research and develop environmentally-friendly building materials.

Ms. Ng stated that “my current role as a professional architect in Ayala Land gives me the privilege of fulfilling my role to help enhance lives by positively influencing the way Filipino communities are planned. And with this privilege comes the social responsibility to constantly challenge existing methods of designing local communities by being more responsive to our culture and more sensitive to the environment. It is also my vision that other local land developers will follow suit, and that sustainable development will become mainstream in my country.” 
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