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Maitreyi Roy traveled to Germany, Spain, and the European Union headquarters to explore the role of green infrastructure in urban centers, to examine models for urban environmental partnerships, and to discover best practices in urban environmental policy and sustainable landscape design of civic spaces.  
While traveling in over 10 European cities, Ms. Roy witnessed the significant impact that quality open space and green infrastructure has on older urban centers. This is due to the importance that is given to green infrastructure at all levels of physical planning and site design.  Some examples she found were the rust belt renaturalization projects of the Emscher River Regional Park in north Germany, Berlin’s new greenways master plan, the newly constructed cover park on the M-30 parkway in Madrid, and Barcelona and Bilbao’s revitalized riverfronts.  She also found that the ecological education delivered at all levels in local parks and gardens ensures greater community participation.
Ms. Roy concluded that references to partnerships in Europe are usually in the context of working relationships among various levels of government.  Collaborations among the EU, federal, regional, and local government are prevalent. All sectors connect in order to pool resources and maximize impact. Despite a weak nonprofit sector and a dependence on government to fill service needs of communities, Ms. Roy took a detailed look at three exemplary nonprofit organizations during her fellowship in Europe.  Fundacion Metropoli, led by Eisenhower Fellow and Trustee Alfonso Vegara, is an internationally-based organization that seeks to contribute to the innovation and development of cities and regions.  BilbaoRia 2000 is a development entity formed to oversee the recovery of former industrial areas located in strategic locations of the city; they act as brokers cleaning the land and selling off rights for development to private entities.  Finally, Berliner GartenFreunde supports a vast network of community gardens in Berlin, Germany.  Its main functions are to promote community gardening, manage plot allocation, and coordinate city services to the gardens.
In Germany, Ms. Roy found the strongest policies and practices regarding environmental protection and urban regeneration.  For example, the federal government has instituted an ecological tax on petrol and other non-renewable sources of energy and has pledged to cut their carbon dioxide emissions by 2012.  These and other policies have had the effect of creating new “green” businesses that promote environmentally friendly practices.  Ms. Roy noted that most other European cities’ landscape ordinances include stringent standards for parks, gardens, parking lots, and open space needs of new developments.
In the cities she visited Ms. Roy noted that designers and landscape architects showed great commitment to sustainable landscape design, to “place-making” in civic spaces, and to artistry and interpretive design. She notes that place-making transcends into the way in which these places are enjoyed by the community – educational programs, events, celebrations, all contribute to its vibrancy.  Some key examples Ms. Roy found were the Landschaftpark at Duisburg Nord, the Bilbao riverfront that houses the Frank Gehry-designed museum, and the Matadero Madrid, a slaughterhouse turned municipal rehabilitation site.
A key challenge she repeatedly witnessed is a reliance on government to address all the needs of European countries from sustainability to broader issues such as immigration.  She hopes that there will be an initiation of civic dialogues, community advocacy, and creation of non-profit organizations to ensure that open space and sustainability remain a top priority. 
Meeting with the network of Fellows in Spain, Germany, and Belgium, and participating in the Eisenhower Fellowships conference in Dublin gave Ms. Roy a keen awareness and deep appreciation for the extraordinary fellowship that extends across the world. She felt privileged to meet individuals who set a high standard and example for her future involvement in the Eisenhower network. With a more demanding role and new responsibilities waiting for her upon her return from Europe at Philadelphia Green, she feels more prepared than ever to apply newfound knowledge and experiences on urban open space issues.

