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Dr. Methee Payomyong is a regional planner whose primary focus is on national resource management and environmental planning, primarily in urban settings.  As director of the Natural Resource and Environmental Development Sector for the National Economic and Social Development Board, he analyzes and provides to government concrete recommendations on the complexities of urbanization by collaboratively engaging stakeholders in networking, monitoring, and evaluating projects.  During his fellowship, Dr. Payomyong identified recent best practices from leading U.S. government and private organizations on:  1) how urbanization impacts poverty, social problems, homelessness, and environmental degradation; 2) how decentralized policies and implementation of development efforts can promote public participation and quality of life; and 3) how urban governance, environmental management, private sector involvement, community participation, and local government finance systems may all be applied in the Thai context.

Dr. Payomyong’s program was broad, meeting both social and environmental interests.  The program included government agencies (federal, state and local), non-profit organizations and universities.  With respect to the public institutions at the federal level, he found that the Department of Housing and Urban Development plays a pivotal role in planning and regulating development of communities.  Other meetings at the National Park Service, USDA, EPA, & World Bank gave Dr. Payomyong a deeper understanding of the role the federal government plays in regional and local planning efforts.  At the state and local levels, Dr. Payomyong met with state departments of environmental protection in Wisconsin, South Dakota, and Arizona.  At the local level, he was hosted by several mayors, all of whom provided examples of how their leadership is at the cornerstone of successes or failures of urban planning efforts.

Dr. Payomyong found that non-governmental organizations are also excellent partners in the urban planning context.  In his words, “it is one of the most important ingredients in the development of nations in terms of providing data and research whereby recommendations are formulated.”  NGOs visited included the Institute for Local Self Reliance, Heritage Foundation, American Institute of Architects, American Planning Association, EarthCorps,  and Rotary, among others.
Dr. Payomyong visited four universities:  University of Wisconsin-Madison, Northwestern, Harvard, & Rose Hulman Institute of Technology; at the last he presented a paper, “Sufficient Economic Philosophy:  The Essential Assets for Sustainable Development in Thailand.”  Researchers who attended indicated that it was a good study and provided excellent guidelines to those involved in the development process.

Two conferences were incorporated into Dr. Payomyong’s program:  one at the Rose Hulman Institute of Technology, where he gained knowledge of the interaction of technology, science and the humanities; the other in San Francisco, “BSR 2007:  Designing a Sustainable Future”, which gave exciting examples of sustainability in practice and served as a catalyst for new ideas and initiatives.  

Many ‘best practices” and lessons were noted by Dr. Payomyong -- for example, that Americans are “allowed” to be organized, no matter the size, scope, or target group, affording a freedom that permits a broader discussion on urban development issues.  He also notes that zoning regulations and property taxes are efficient tools for ensuring land use controls; federal policies and decisions on immigration and refugees are inconsistent, depending on the level of government implementing them; citizens need to be integrated into the public policy agenda in order to improve the quality of life for urban dwellers,; and lastly, successful urban planning needs an effective collection of data and research.
Dr. Payomyong is looking forward to playing a part in the 2007 CIP Network, and looks forward to “actively participating in the alumni association of Thailand.” 
