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A veterinarian and pathobiologist by training, Dr. Olanike Adeyemo, 36, has taught on the university level since 1999 and specializes in the effects of environmental contaminants on aquatic systems and the resultant public health implications.  Additionally, Dr. Adeyemo is the founder of an NGO which addresses environmental linkages to breast cancer, promotes awareness of environmental pollution and associated health risks, and advocates for the enactment of protective legislation to ban the use of certain chemicals and other contaminants. While in the U.S she focused on environmental advocacy, sustainable management of solid wastes, clean water initiatives and watershed management.  She also assessed government enforcement of environmental laws, public-private partnerships in waste management, successful ecosystem restoration efforts, and the influence of academic research on environmental policies and legislation.
Dr. Adeyemo met with government officials on the federal, state, and local levels.  On the federal level, she visited the EPA in Washington DC and regional offices in Raleigh and Atlanta; the U.S. Geological Survey, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  On the state level, she visited the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Waste Management and Research Center.  On the local level, she met with officials responsible for waste management and recycling in various locations, including Raleigh, Atlanta, and Portland.
Dr. Adeyemo noted that federal agencies such as the EPA are well organized and have excellent resources at their disposal.  However, she also noted that the impact and effectiveness of these agencies is “largely determined by the political willpower at any point in time”.  As for state agencies, she found that they are staffed by dedicated professionals but are often under-funded.  In addition, she observed that varying environmental standards often result in industries moving to states with less stringent disposal regulations.  On the local level, she was impressed with the level of civic engagement in issues affecting the environment.
Dr. Adeyemo also visited a variety of NGOs throughout the United States, including the Union of Concerned Scientists and Clean Water Action.  In the latter case she participated in a press conference they held at the State House in Boston and therefore saw environmental advocacy in action.  She stated that “My perception of NGOs in the United States is that they act as the conscience of public office holders by holding leadership accountable and on their toes.”  However, she noted that some of them feel “a need to be at the extreme and usually regard all other groups as enemies or opponents” which affects dialogue and can be counterproductive.

In the academic sector, Dr. Adeyemo’s visits to the University of Illinois and Louisiana State University where extremely useful and productive, having led to concrete plans for ongoing collaboration.  For example, she will collaborate with the University of Illinois on a project to track wildlife trafficking in Nigeria.  As part of this project, researchers from the University of Illinois will visit the University of Ibadan periodically.
Finally, Dr. Adeyemo commented on the positive impact of the fellowship experience.  For one, she noted that “My fellowship experience made me charged up to make a change in my society.  I now believe that I do count and that I can make a difference.”   She spelled out her commitment to EF as follows: “I commit to contact every EF Fellow in Nigeria as a starting point in order to build a strong national chapter and make our voices heard; I commit to attend reunions as often as is possible; I commit to be involved in the activities of Eisenhower Fellowships, including nominating appropriate individuals; I commit to make EF more visible wherever I go.”






