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Ramiro BARRIOS is among the leading researchers in the field of air quality management and policy in Mexico. As a project leader and researcher at the Mario Molina Center, he develops air quality and greenhouse gas scenarios, assesses alternatives to reduce emissions, prepares emission estimates and communicates findings to decision-makers and the public. Before joining the MMC, Mr. Barros was external consultant to the Commission for Environmental Co-operation in North America, hired to assist the Mexican government in projects related to Mexico´s national emissions inventory. Previously, he worked several years with environmental consultancy companies and at the automotive and power industries, where he gained experience in their environmental, health and security aspects. His professional interests include air quality and public health, energy, climate change, life cycle assessment and sustainable development. He teaches environmental engineering and environmental impact at the Anahuac University. During his fellowship, he focused on learning how US cities and states with air quality problems are dealing with them. His interest is mainly, but not exclusively, focused on the linkage of those problems with transportation.

His fellowship meetings provided Mr. Barrios with opportunities to visit Houston and Los Angeles, two American cities with significant air pollution problems,  In California, he met with local air quality management districts in Los Angeles, Sacramento and San Francisco, and also with state government officials at California EPA and California Air Resources Board.  He noted that his visits to these organizations were outstanding opportunities for him to learn about the federal and state systems for dealing with pollution issues that are similar to those of Mexico City.  In Michigan, he visited General Motors and met with an air pollution expert from Honda to get a deeper understanding of the automotive industry’s research and development projects in air pollution control.  One of the highlights of his visit to the United States was the meeting he had with the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council where he met with several high level leaders.  The meeting resulted in a commitment to establish a more significant relationship between the Mario Malina Center and NYMTC.

One of the surprises that Mr. Barrios noted was that most of the Americans he met, either through formal professional meetings or informal taxicab conversations, do not support the current presidential administration’s position on energy issues.  At the same time, he found that Americans continue to rely excessively on automobiles, and that any change in this behavior will require a change in values.  

Mr. Barrios looks forward to pursuing the relationships he developed during his fellowship.  Most specifically he hopes to work with the California EPA, NYMTC, Professor Holden at Harvard, and Professor Gakenheimer at MIT.

