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As chief economist at Deutsche Bank Asia, Mr. Sanjeev Sanyal is a leading expert on the region’s fast- growing economies. He has worked extensively on financial markets, monetary policy, demographics, micro-finance and environmental accounting. He has a special interest in the growth of mega-cities and large financial hubs in Asia.  An Oxford-trained economist, he also serves as an adjunct fellow at Singapore’s Institute of Policy Studies where he is examining the economics of global cities and mega financial/business agglomerations.  
During Mr. Sanyal’s fellowship, he focused on the various dynamics that drive twenty-first century Asian mega-cities. In particular, he made detailed investigations and comparisons into human capital clustering (i.e. tertiary education), financial hubs, and urban re-engineering. 

The cornerstone of Mr. Sanyal’s program was exploring the factors that make cities function, in terms of both “hardware” and “software”.  The “hardware” is defined as office blocks, houses, and other built infrastructure.  The “software” refers to culture, human capital, social interactions, and economic activities.  
In exploring the built environment (hardware), Mr. Sanyal had briefings with economic development leaders and planners of major U.S. cities, including Philadelphia, Washington, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Las Vegas, Phoenix and Boston.  Highlights included meetings with Amanda Burden (New York Planning Commission), the city manager of Las Vegas, and officials at the Philadelphia Navy Shipyard (revitalization discussion), Bay Area Economic Forum, Community Development Department of Henderson (Nevada), and the Portland (Oregon) Development Commission.
To expand and deepen his theory that the software of cities is as important as its hardware, Mr. Sanyal met with several leading education consultants and university leaders at New York University, Virginia Tech, MIT, Harvard, Arizona State University, Stanford, UC-Berkeley, Penn, Drexel, New Jersey Institute of Technology, and Stevens Institute of Technology, among others.  He saw that universities in the United States play a pivotal role as urban drivers, educating, as they do, future workers, and, more than ever, playing increasingly active roles in reviving urban neighborhoods, providing economic investment and attractive public space in which human interaction occurs, thus improving the livability of cities.
Mr. Sanyal had the privilege of engaging with six Eisenhower sponsors:  MBIA, AIG, Drexel University, The Templeton Foundation, Gina Chu, and the Landis’s.  While each had a separate focus, all contributed significantly to the overall success of his fellowship program.
Mr. Sanyal’s driving force is to improve urban environments in his native India.  He came to the U.S. hoping to clarify his vision for smart growth, urban reengineering, and education.  Upon his return to Asia, having explored ideas of the future of urban development, he expects to create a committee that will address the needs of India’s growing educational needs.  
