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Suahasil Nazara has a special interest in population issues related to regional economic development. As director of the University of Indonesia’s Demographic Institute, he is responsible for the work of 30+ researchers and an agenda that links population studies with larger development issues. One of the latest projects he supervised is the Poverty Assessment for the new country Timor Leste.  Dr. Nazara is also a steering committee member of Indonesian Vision 2030, the goal of which is to catapult Indonesia into the top five largest economies in the world.  During his fellowship, and in the context of population movements, Dr. Nazara visited academics, government officials, and urban planning experts to gain an understanding of the impacts of urbanization on the development of large cities, the relationship between smaller cities and the larger system of cities, and the American perception of the particular role of the capital city.  
During his fellowship, Dr. Nazara met with scholars of capital cities and visited several city government agencies in Washington, D.C. to get a practical view on issues facing the capital of the United States.  His visits with several city planning departments, including the Washington, D.C. planning commission as well as the National Capital Planning Commission provided him with the opportunity to compare and contrast planning activities in the capital of the United States to planning activities in other American cities.  In addition, his visit to the latter gave him a deeper understanding of the impact on Washington, D.C. of hosting federal land that is not affected by decisions of the city’s planning agency but is governed by the National Capital Planning Commission.
A highlight of Dr. Nazara’s visit to the United States was his visit to the University of Michigan.  He met with several scholars, including Professor Scott Campbell, an urban planning professor researching the role of the capital city.  Professor Campbell arranged an afternoon speaking engagement for Dr. Nazara which was attended by 20 professors and graduate students.  Another professor at the University of Michigan, Robert Marans, met with Dr. Nazara, and the two are planning to collaborate on research involving the quality of life in Jakarta.

Aside from his interest in capital cities, Dr. Nazara traveled to many urban areas and compared the differences in economic development, population density, and urban revitalization efforts. He noted great differences in approach between Philadelphia, Camden, and Houston.  In summary, he felt that his fellowship exposed him to “different initiatives to take up the challenges of urbanization….What they share in common is the passion of their belief as agents of change – the same faith that we in the developing countries must have as there is so much more to do for the society.”
