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___________________________________________________________________________________________

Dr. Tarek El-Sheikh is an international expert specializing in holistic approaches to housing and land development in Egypt and other Arab states.  As associate professor of housing, and housing policy advisor with the National Housing and Building Research Centre and UN-HABITAT, Dr. El-Sheikh has assisted in building capacities in housing policy and program formulation in Egypt, Iraq, and other countries. He has also contributed to promoting international thinking on the subject in Arab states, the former USSR, and European transitional countries. Additionally, Dr. El-Sheikh led a team of experts to assess and analyze Iraqi cities and published the State of Iraq Cities report 2006/2007 and the Iraq Housing Market Report.  
During his fellowship, Dr. El-Sheikh examined issues related to housing finance and investment, urban development and housing policy formulation, real estate and land development, and housing finance market expansion. A highlight in Philadelphia included his meeting with Dr. Marja Hoek-Smit, Director, International Housing Finance Program, University of Pennsylvania Wharton School Zell/Lurie Real Estate Center. An expert in housing and housing finance policies for low-income groups and the development of monitoring and evaluation systems for urban housing programs, Dr. Hoek-Smith shared her familiarity with Middle East housing financing and expressed intentions for future interactions with Dr. El-Sheikh.

While in Washington DC, Dr. El-Sheikh met with key funders, housing policy institutes, and other organizations involved in affordable housing, including Fannie Mae, the National Association of Home Builders, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the National Low Income Housing Coalition. He also participated in several fruitful meetings at the World Bank with senior urban and housing specialists, complemented by a lunch meeting hosted by a Slovakian Eisenhower Fellow. Dr. El-Sheikh’s visit coincided with a conference marking the 10th Anniversary of Maryland’s Smart Growth Program, where participants discussed successful strategies from smart growth programs around the U.S.  
Dr. El-Shiekh found especially worthwhile his meetings with real estate developers, including John Stewart Info International in Houston and Cleveland’s Forest City Enterprises, regarding potential joint activities. Also noteworthy were his meetings at Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing Studies, MIT’s Center for Real Estate, and the University of Berkeley’s International Association for the Study of Traditional Environments. 
Future potential plans to improve land and housing development practices in Egypt and the Middle East include:  disseminating fellowship findings via publication in Habitat Debate; establishing a partnership for policy development in Middle Eastern countries via UN HABITAT’s Concerned Ministries and Cities; establishing research partnerships with Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing Studies, Harvard’s Graduate School of  Design, or the Urban Land Institute; organizing a conference on international housing reform and investment for the Arab region, with potential co-sponsors to include the National Housing Conference, Low Income Housing Coalition, Harvard Joint Center for Housing, private developers, and Fannie Mae; and working with Microsoft to explore methods to support slum upgrading through technological interventions.
Of particular surprise was Dr. El-Sheikh’s finding that a single housing project can have as many as ten or more sources of financing, with the attendant complex fiscal monitoring and reporting requirements. He observed that cities featuring well thought-out and integrated development, including Chicago, San Francisco, Phoenix, and Minneapolis, were those where collective planning is undertaken. Dr. El-Sheikh concluded that “governance that puts planning at the forefront and opposes the pull of interest groups tends to be more successful in creating better, livable cities. This form of government has a strong mayoral system, the support of communities, strong and organized civil society, and attentive legislatures.” 
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