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Antonia Mochan is Head of Media for the E.C.’s representation in the U.K, where she leads a team responsible for all the communication activities surrounding E.U. policies and priorities.  She has a particular interest in science and technology themes.  Given an extraordinary career in the European Commission spanning nearly thirteen years, Ms. Mochan is well-positioned in the field of science communication broadly, but also within the European Commission’s cabinet structure.  
During Ms. Mochan’s Eisenhower Fellowship, she met with managers in media, academic researchers, and government officials to develop a solid framework on U.S. stakeholder contributions which ultimately benefit scientific discovery and increased knowledge.   She engaged corporate leaders from science and technology sectors to hear about their perspectives on dissemination methods, innovation policy development, and sponsored research initiatives.  
In her own words, the timing of the fellowship was ideal in that she was in transition into her new job in London.  This gave her the opportunity to really “let go” of pressures of work and focus nearly exclusively on broadening her contacts in the scientific community.  To accomplish this, she met with several corporations to hear about their role in science policy, academic linkages, and promotion of women scientists.  Some of the visits included DuPont, Rohm & Haas, Dow Chemical, SAS, Monsanto, Microsoft, Starbucks, and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals.
Ms. Mochan investigated the role that technology transfer plays in technological innovation by visiting with provosts at leading universities (Stanford University, University of Miami, UC – Berkeley).  Through these meetings, she observed different approaches to innovation than those in Europe—in large part these differences are due to the U.S. free market economy and enabling role it plays fueling technological and scientific improvement.  Antonia noticed that the U.S. government is much less “risk-averse” than in Europe.  Another difference she noted is the way risk is perceived and communicated: “risk capital’ in the E.U. compared to “venture capital” here.
Ms. Mochan spent a good deal of time focusing on nanotechnology and other high-priority government research initiatives.  To get a better understanding of how the U.S. government supports collaboration and scientific discovery, Antonia attending meetings at the Senate Energy, Science & Technology Subcommittee, the Congressional Nanotechnology Caucus Panel, Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies,  and the U.S. Department of Energy (including Oak Ridge National Lab, US ITER, Science Education, National Renewable Energy Lab, and National Snow and Ice Data Center).
Antonia, in large part because of her own professional transition at the EU, learned some unexpected lessons about herself, from the time she eats her meals to her approach to the role of government.  She has realized that she will have something to offer the private sector should she wish to leave government.  She truly enjoyed and appreciated the other Fellows’ perspectives and their knowledge made a deep and lasting impression.
On her return to Europe she will widen her communication remit through her new position in the Commission's London office.  She will, among other things, work to create a similar a fellowship similar to the AAAS Fellowship; promote the need for EU funds to create exclusive university/business partnerships; support more science museums; and work to further open access to corporate research results.
