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As a newly-elected member of the Valle del Cauca State Assembly, Christian Garcés is at the forefront of political and social change in this western Colombian industrial and commercial state consisting of 42 municipalities.   He previously served as a Councilman in Cali for four years.  With one of the fastest growing economies in the country, elected officials like Mr. Garcés are faced with unique regional challenges and opportunities in Valle del Cauca and its capital, Cali. Mr. Garcés currently serves as a State Representative for a constituency that is looking ahead to successful commercial and social development.
Against a backdrop of government budgets, education, export growth strategy (e.g. the Colombia Free Trade Agreement), and improved security, Mr. Garcés explored issues of regional development while on his fellowship.  This including meetings at the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission; Regional Plan Commission of NYC; with Mr. John Whitehead in NYC; League of Arizona Cities; with the Director of Planning  in Greenacres, Florida; and at the Puget Sound Regional Council in Seattle.   Insight gained at these organizations gave him a broader understanding of how U.S. planners are approaching regional development and its applicability to his work in Cali, particularly as it relates to public finance, administration, education and export development.
As a state-level politician who is considering a run for the Colombian Congress or Mayor of Cali, Christian learned how to better frame policy debates with an eye toward modernizing Colombian politics at the national level.   He had the pleasure to meet a former congressman (Mr. Chuck Cobb, also an Eisenhower Trustee); city and county officials (Ellen Reckhow, USA Fellow from Durham, NC); David Reimer (Community Advocates Public Policy Institute & USA Fellow in Milwaukee, Wisconsin); and Wayne Ecton (Scottsdale City Council), He also met with state office holders: Hon. Doug Clark (Arizona House of Representatives); Josh Shapiro’s district office (Suburban Philadelphia); Rachel Storch (St. Louis); and State Senator Dave Aronberg (Greenacres, Florida).  On the federal level, Christian spent an entire day with Senator Kit Bond during a day in St. Louis, met with Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart, and with Congressman Russ Carnahan in Washington. 
Mr. Garcés has a keen interest in elementary/primary education and met with many educational policy leaders and school representatives.  He visited public (Milwaukee School District), charter (Penn Partnership School, The Oyster School in Washington, D.C.), and leading private schools (Ransom-Everglades in Miami, Far Hills Country Day in New Jersey).  He had meetings to discuss child and family education at Duke University, Colombia University, and NYU among other universities.
Mr. Garcés also built upon the growing sense of confidence the U.S. has toward Colombia by considering ways in which civic participation helps to control corruption and increase transparency of elected and appointed officials.  This, taken together with his other fellowship goals, broadened his perspective on what it is to be a public official.  
As he returns home, Christian’s plans are impressive and include such activities as engaging the Colombian Eisenhower Fellow network; developing a database of Colombian-Americans; creating school meal programs; disseminating various reports from leading U.S. thinkers on public education; creating an exchange between Far Hills Country Day School and the Gimnasio la Colina School; exploring the possibility of opening a spa in Cali based on discussions with business leaders in Scottsdale, AZ; discussing the creation of a Microsoft “School of the Future” in Cali; opening dialogue with North American business leaders based in Colombia; and establishing professional development programs for Cali city government officials.
