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Ms. Deema Bibi is dedicated to creating long-term, sustainable growth through youth development and enhancing the quality and relevance of high school and university education in Jordan. As CEO of INJAZ, an international member of Junior Achievement, she oversees this high-impact youth development organization’s programs aimed at building the skills of Jordan’s future workforce. Ms. Bibi has significantly expanded INJAZ’s reach and prominence: the organization currently partners with 180 schools and universities, is supported by a network of over 2,000 private sector volunteers, and has graduated 250,000 students recognized for their high caliber. While on fellowship, Ms. Bibi had the opportunity to gain insights into the U.S. education system, visit exemplary youth development programs, and discuss regional leadership with city council representatives.  

Through meetings at the federal, state and local levels, Ms. Bibi gleaned insights from leaders in education policy and curriculum development. These meetings shed light both on the challenges confronting the U.S. system (achievement gaps, high drop-out rates) and its successes (graduates possessing necessary soft skills including innovation, critical thinking and leadership abilities). Interactions with mayors, city council members, and government officials provided an understanding of differing models, including varied roles and responsibilities, that various municipalities utilize. 
Participating in the U.S. – Arab Cities Forum hosted by the City of Chicago was a true highlight. There, Ms. Bibi had the opportunity to participate in “closed door” sessions with over 50 mayors and other high level representatives from the U.S. and many Arab nations. She also presented as part of a panel on urbanization during the Richard J. Daley Urban Forum which coincided with the U.S. – Arab Cities Forum. Additionally, Ms. Bibi was selected as one of 11 Arab women honorees for her achievements in advancing women and entrepreneurship in the Middle East by the Mosaic Foundation (in partnership with the U.S. State Department and Arab embassies in the United States).   
On the very day she arrived in Philadelphia and found herself in an unexpected and “sizzling” political discussion with her fellow Fellows from Israel and Palestine, Ms. Bibi came to realize and believe in “the importance of a continuous and open dialogue among all people no matter how different they are, and among nations no matter how hard the communication seems to be.” 
Ms Bibi returns with many prospective and committed partnerships and joint endeavors, including cooperative education programs modeled on Drexel University’s; establishing a novel business and student exchange program with the University of Colorado and Junior Achievement (JA) of Colorado; becoming the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship’s Jordanian partner; and establishing the first JA Biz Town and/or Finance Park in the Middle East, with the assistance of JA Biz Towns in Nashville, TN and Tampa, FL.






