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Mr. Gil Pereg, a Jewish philosopher and lawyer who also holds an MPA from Harvard, has focused his career on educating youth.   Leading one of the largest, most influential and well-known coeducational secular high schools in the Israeli public education system, Mr. Pereg employs a policy of tolerance and acceptance in this multicultural upper school.  He is dedicated to helping students and teachers internalize democratic values and is passionate about perpetuating humanistic ideals toward a more cohesive, understanding society.  
During his Fellowship, Mr. Pereg sharpened his understanding of education in the U.S. through briefings with educators, public policy makers, and researchers. In addition to these interests, Mr. Pereg met with top managers in the private sector to learn about their companies’ roles in corporate social responsibility.  With an eye toward continuing his career in leading positions, he dedicated significant thought and time on educational politics in the U.S., public sector economics, school reform, and public-private collaboration.

Mr. Pereg was moved by the key role that non-profit sector organizations play in forming public policy on education.  Key NGOs he visited include National Education Association, Public Education Network, Institute for Educational Leadership, Communities in School, Brown Center for Education at Brookings, San Francisco Foundation, and others.  He met with corporate leaders dedicated to innovation and corporate social responsibility including Emerson, Starbucks, SAS and others.  Being able to connect the educational efforts made by both the NGO & corporate sector was inspiring for Mr. Pereg.  He had the opportunity to shadow high school principals and visit classrooms at Brookline High School (Brookline, MA), Barrack Hebrew Academy (Merion, PA), and Balboa High School (San Francisco), St. Louis Priory School (St. Louis, MO), and CIS #22 in the Bronx, NY.
On the government side, Mr. Pereg had many briefings with government experts on education, including the policy director for Secondary Education, House Subcommittee on early childhood, elementary, and secondary education, and the Department of Education. 

One of the most surprising and rewarding outcomes of the Fellowship was a life-changing experience through deep friendships formed with his Palestinian colleagues.  In Gil’s words, “When real people try to look in each others’ eyes and understand their daily struggle, their little but important challenges, their failures, their success, their pain and their love, they cannot hate each other anymore and will not under any circumstance agree to harm the other individual.”  As an observant Jew who is steadfast in his own religious beliefs, the connections made across religious lines seemed far and away to have the greatest impact on him.
Another concrete outcome is the plan, along with his fellow Fellows from the Middle East, to implement a professional development conference for educators from their region to be held in Turkey in the spring of 2009 with the support of Eisenhower Fellowships.
