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As Dean of the College of Information Technology at the University of Bahrain, Dr. Khalid Al-Ruwaihi, 42, oversees all aspects of the college, both administrative and academic.  In addition, over the past two years he has been integrally involved in an initiative developed by H.H. the Crown Prince and the Economic Development Board to reform the Bahraini economy and the role of higher education in economic growth.  He is also involved in the Supreme Council for Women: he chaired the committee on “Reinforcing the Role of Arab Women in Economic Development” and authored “Bahraini Women in Science and Technology”.  During his fellowship, Dr. Al-Ruwaihi visited leading universities and corporations to learn about the latest strategies in management, promoting economic development, and bridging the gap between universities and industry. 

From the start, Dr. Al-Ruwaihi felt that the timing of the fellowship was ideal.  As a longtime faculty member and administrator in higher education, Dr. Al-Ruwaihi had realized that in order to develop his academic community in Bahrain he had to increase his understanding of international higher education ideas.   So, he viewed his Eisenhower Fellowship as a unique opportunity to improve his understanding of American higher education concepts, expand his networks, and develop new relationships.
To do this he visited a wide variety of organizations around the country.  He visited government agencies such as the U.S. Department of Education; professional associations such as National Association of Land Grant Universities and State Colleges; applied research colleges and universities such as Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, University of California at Los Angeles, and Old Dominion University; corporations and corporate representative groups such as Cisco and Puget Sound Regional Council; and research institutes such as Keck Institute.
To Dr. Al-Ruwaihi’s surprise, his initial plan to focus his fellowship on university-industry relations ended in a far broader and more meaningful fellowship program than he had anticipated.  He noted, “I was very surprised when, at the end of the Eisenhower Fellowship program, I discovered the knowledge I gained in eight weeks.  Thus, in addition to the information gained as a higher education scholar, the program offered me lots of opportunities through my everyday experiences.”  He specifically noted examples of university-public school partnerships, the significant role of non-governmental organizations in American society, the lack of understanding in America of the Middle East region, and the diversity of American communities.
Overall, Dr. Al-Ruwaihi finished his fellowship with many new ideas to implement in Bahrain including a commitment to mentor communities in the Middle East to view advances in IT from social, political, and economic points of view.  He found that, “through the many visits and meetings, my Eisenhower Fellowship program provided me with a wider knowledge base that will help me to better understand the main obstacles that have prevented Middle East developing countries from creating and implementing successful strategies to develop their economies through education.”






