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Diego Valenzuela is a distinguished journalist who covers politics and economics. His accomplished career includes print, radio and television journalism. He currently hosts and produces “Noticias de la Historia,” a television program devoted to history, and serves as host and producer of “Ciudad Abierta”,” an economics and public affairs program on Radio Continental. Mr. Valenzuela is also a professor of journalism as well as an active board member of CIPPEC, an NGO devoted to public policies in Argentina. In addition, he authored a book titled La Resurrección examining Argentina’s recovery from its recent political and economic crises.  During his fellowship, Mr. Valenzuela met with experts in the academic, government, non-profit and media sectors to discuss issues relating to communication, politics and history.
Over the course of his fellowship Mr. Valenzuela had the opportunity to discuss current trends in the media and how these have impacted the field of journalism. Meetings at universities, television networks and newspapers provided insights into the changing landscape of the media and how the internet and other technologies have contributed to those changes. Mr. Valenzuela was also able to meet with several new media outlets, such as YouTube, ajc.com (online version of the Atlanta Journal Constitution) and factcheck.org. Visits to these organizations were particularly timely as sites such as YouTube and factcheck.org contributed to unprecedented use of the internet for the 2008 presidential campaign by the candidates themselves, nonpartisan organizations, and politically affiliated organizations alike.
Meetings with key organizations and individuals, such as the Council of Americas, Dr. Mark Jones at Rice University and Dr. Steve Levitsky at Harvard University, allowed Mr. Valenzuela to gain insight into US-Latin American relations and the American view of the importance of the region in terms of politics, economics, security and strategic terms. Visits to think tanks such as Brookings and the Center for American Progress allowed Mr. Valenzuela to learn more about these organizations and how they contribute to policy dialogue.

As a historian, Mr. Valenzuela also had important opportunities to explore ways in which Americans explore and depict various aspects of their history. A visit to the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and tour with the Library’s chief archivist provided insight into the role of presidential libraries in American history. Visits to the National Constitution Center, Chicago History Museum, Martin Luther King Museum and Newseum, among others, illustrated the multimedia and interactive nature of many American museums.

Mr. Valenzuela realizes that the impact of his fellowship this experience does not end at the conclusion of his time in the United States.  “I deeply believe that this experience will change my life in several ways. My personal conviction is that some of the ideas I had during this time will be an essential part of my professional life in the next 5 years.” 

