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Felipe Augusto Dias is Chief Economist for the Brazil Petroleum Institute, a private institution dedicated to the development of the oil and gas industry in Brazil.  In this position, he is responsible for developing industry reports, market analyses, and forecasts.  Prior to this position, he worked as a consultant to the Brazilian Petroleum and Gas Agency and then as Vice-Superintendent of the Natural Gas Trade and Transportation Superintendence. During his fellowship, he met with experts in the areas of energy-related economic research, energy policy, climate change, and geopolitics of the international energy market.
His fellowship meetings provided Mr. Dias with unique opportunities to visit with leading energy economists in academia, government, and the private sector to discuss energy issues.  He identified several issues of particular importance – oil demand, global warming and clean energy technology, carbon dioxide emission reduction, nuclear energy, and alternative energy technology, and sustainability.  He noted several meetings as highlights of his program.  His visit with Shirley Neff, president and CEO of the Association of Oil Pipelines, provided him with great insight into American energy policy and the direction in which it may be headed.  In Chicago, he visited the Argonne National Laboratory where he discussed forecasting models.  His meeting with World Bank energy experts shows promise for joint research.  He noted that his most exciting meetings were with the Center for Energy Economics at University of Texas where he attended a conference.
He looks forward to implementing several projects inspired by his fellowship program.  Among other things, he intends to work with The World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, Freeman Spogli Institute at the Stanford University, the Argonne National Laboratory, and the Center for Energy Economics at University of Texas.  Specifically, he hopes to collaborate on research projects on biofuels and carbon dioxide emissions in Brazil with researchers at Argonne National Laboratory and to collaborate on a training program for energy economists in Brazil with the University of Texas Center for Energy Economics.
As for the fellowship as a whole, Mr. Dias concluded that “the result of the extensive hours of meetings and conversations I had the opportunity to go through during the last two months goes much beyond the expectation of some collaboration…But, in this specific sense, the results have strongly overcome my expectations.  I am confident in a number of promising intentions for future partnership and collaborative work with some US institutions/professionals.”






