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Laura Alonso is the Executive Director of Poder Ciudadano – Transparency International Argentine Chapter.  As a social leader, Ms. Alonso works diligently to encourage and sustain mechanisms that promote the rule of law and develop active and informed citizens. During her fellowship, Ms. Alonso explored political communication strategies and the funding of campaigns and political parties, practices that encourage transparency in government, management strategies for nonprofit organizations and insights into the American system of federalism.
Ms. Alonso’s time in the U.S. allowed her to explore her interests relating to politics and political campaigns. Witnessing the 2008 presidential campaign provided her the opportunity to observe communication strategies employed by campaigns at all levels of government. She visited campaign offices for the presidential candidates and visited large political rallies, as well as had the opportunity to meet with Mayor T.R. Carr of Hazelwood, Missouri, who was running for state representative.
Meetings with government entities such as the Department of State and Office of Ethics, and groups like the Center for Responsive Politics, OMB Watch, Sunlight Foundation and MAPlight.org, provided insights into how transparency in government is regulated and promoted by U.S. government and citizens. From legislation to providing information on campaign contributions via the internet, Ms. Alonso encountered varying strategies to promote governmental accountability in the United States.
Though voting is a mandatory obligation for the citizens of Argentina, encouraging voters to become involved and engaged enough to make it to polling stations is a primary way in which organizations in the U.S. such as MassVOTE and Demos’ Democracy Program encourage engagement and involvement in the political process. At The Right Question Project and HOPE: Hispanas Organized for Political Equality, Ms. Alonso learned about initiatives focus on educating and empowering citizens to engage in the political process in various ways.
On her fellowship Ms. Alonso had the opportunity to meet with the Nonprofit Center at La Salle University and Community Partners to discuss issues relating to the effective management of nonprofit organizations. She discovered that certain challenges are universal for nonprofit organizations.  Her discussions yielded ideas for strategies she will employ at Poder Ciudadano.
During her fellowship, Ms. Alonso had multiple opportunities to explore American federalism and the relationship between federal and state governments. During her team visit to New Orleans she had the opportunity to speak with members of the business community and Mayor Ray Nagin about how complex relationships between governments initially hindered recovery efforts following Hurricane Katrina. Meetings with city officials in St. Louis and political scientists at universities around the country provided further insights into the division of power and duties.

Overall, Ms. Alonso participated in discussions and events of pivotal importance to democratic societies.  “EF has given me the extraordinary opportunity to learn more about the American political system and society from experience.”

