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Luisa Massarani is a science journalist who has been working in science communication since 1987, combining both practical and research activities in the field.  She is head of the Nucleus of Studies on Science Communication at the Museum of Life, a science museum in Rio de Janeiro affiliated with the research institution Oswaldo Cruz Foundation and the Ministry of Health.  She is also the Latin American coordinator of SciDev.Net (www.scidev.net), a gateway based in London aimed at science and development in emerging countries.  During her fellowship in the U.S., she explored experiences in research, practice and training in science communication.
Her fellowship experience provided Dr. Massarani with opportunities to discuss issues impacting the science communication field in the United States, Brazil and Latin America as a whole.  Dr. Massarani visited with organizations and individuals working on engaging the public in science and technology activities.  In particular, her fellowship focused on science museums and science centers, children’s museums, zoos, botanical gardens, aquariums, universities, and mass media organizations.

Dr. Massarani traveled extensively throughout the United States and visited a large number of organizations all of which she documented on her blog www.museudavida.fiocruz.br/dc-eua.  The blog contains not only Dr. Massarani’s impressions and observations from site visits, but several in-depth interviews with key individuals within the field of science communication such as Professor Sharon Dunwoody of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and John Durant, Director of the MIT Museum. 

Dr. Massarani found great value in her appointments in the more remote areas of the country.  She noted that it was important to include other “less hectic cities” within a fellowship as she found these locales resulted in more partnerships and incredibly warm and generous receptions.  One such highlighted visit was a multi-day visit in Albuquerque, NM where she not only visited the Explora Museum, but participated in community outreach programs and classroom observation.  
In addition to her professional appointments, Dr. Massarani remarked that she learned a great deal from talking with taxi drivers across the nation.  She spoke to the various drivers, often immigrants to the United States, not only about the city she was visiting, but about their experiences and views on life in the U.S. and found that the insights provided were quite instrumental in her gained knowledge into every day American life. 
