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After working as a reporter for a number of years, Maria Ignacia Errázuriz now serves as Dean of the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Universidad de los Andes.  During her fellowship, she met with academics, researchers, business owners, journalists, and network professionals to discuss issues such as multimedia communications, eye-tracking research and applied neuroscience, and leadership and change management.  She also aimed to form collaborative relationships with leading schools of journalism and journalism professors in the United States.

Ms Errázuriz classified her meetings into several areas by objectives and outcomes.  First, she visited several journalism schools, including University of Southern California, Northwestern, University of Missouri, University of Miami, and Columbia University, in order to develop academic relationships with faculty at the schools.  In addition to signing agreements for collaboration with the University of Missouri, University of Miami, and Northwestern Media Management Center, she is looking forward to doing joint research with, or hosting at her university, several faculty members with whom she met.  Second, she visited newsrooms in newspapers and television networks to understand better the challenges of technology convergence.  Her meetings with David Reiter at ABC, Christopher Brooks at the Chicago Tribune, and Andrew DeVigale at The New York Times gave her ideas for teaching multimedia thinking to students.  Third, she visited newspapers and television networks to learn about the changing business model of the news industry.  Through her meetings she found that the current model for news outlets is to focus on local issues.
The highlights of Ms. Errázuriz’s fellowship program were her participation in the Leadership Academy at the Poynter Institute and the election-related activities she attended, including the election day she spent at the Washingtonpost.com.  Through the Poynter program, she learned about her personality type and how best she can work with others who are different from her.  At Washingtonpost.com, she witnessed American history being made as the United States elected its first African-American president and was amazed to learn how the organization produced a television show inside the newsroom using the Washingtonpost.com journalists.

Of the fellowship program overall, Ms Errázuriz said, “at the opening seminar John Wolf told us to ‘stop the ball’ and that was really what all this was about; a time of deep reflection, a time to hear and to be open to new ideas.  It was also a time to get closer to American citizens in their daily life.  I can’t [overstate] how wonderful it feels to belong to this new family, Eisenhower Fellowships, and to have 18 new Latin American friends with whom we have shared great moments since Ouro Preto.  I think this is probably more valuable than the network we have built for [ourselves] during this trip.
