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Dr. Ricardo Gomez, President of the University of Caldas, leads the university in its efforts to become a highly-effective, researched-based institution focused on educating students from a variety of economic backgrounds.  During his fellowship, he met with university administrators, business leaders, scientists, and government officials committed to higher education to gain insights to administration, strategic planning, university–industry partnerships and joint research initiatives.
Dr. Gomez had three primary objectives and expectations during his fellowship program: (1) to investigate how to raise private and governmental support for science, technology and innovation as the key factors in a country’s long-term development; (2) to learn best practices regarding university administration and university research management; and (3) to form useful partnerships for the faculty and students of the University of Caldas. 

To these ends, Dr. Gomez visited with experts in various sectors: top U.S. research universities such as MIT, Berkeley and Illinois Institute of Design; professional associations such as Association of American Universities and American Association for the Advancement of Science; governmental agencies such as NASA; and research incubators like IC2 Institute and the North Carolina Biotechnology Center.  
Dr. Gomez stated that “competition is at the heart of research universities: they compete for the best students...for the best faculty members and for money from the outside”.   With this as a key lesson, he noted that it is therefore essential to strengthen the capabilities of the faculty and students.  Dr. Gomez succeeded in forming some very important working partnerships with the Butler School of Music at the University of Texas at Austin and the LASPAU program at Harvard University.
Among highlights of his fellowship program were the two days spent in Research Triangle Park, NC where he visited North Carolina State’s Centennial Campus and had a long, in-depth meeting with the Vice Provost for International Affairs at Duke University. 
Regarding the unforeseen benefits of the fellowship experience, Dr. Gomez stated that “feeling like a student once again, exploring libraries, bookshops, cities and museums was of great additional value”. 
