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After 25 years in the private sector with firms including McKinsey & Co. and Zurich Argentina Group, where he served as CEO for ten years, Santiago del Sel is now actively engaged in civic activities, primarily with the opposition political alliance Coalícion Cívica, the educational program Escuelas del Bicentenario, and other initiatives.  At Coalícion Cívica, Santiago is part of a team responsible for upgrading strategy and structure looking ahead to the next presidential election in 2011.
Santiago’s fellowship came at a propitious moment in his career.  When invited by EF to participate in the 2008 Single Region Program he had just stepped down after a decade as CEO of Zurich Argentina Group.  Realizing that his future would be intimately tied to Argentina’s development he decided to enter a new career in public affairs and joined Coalícion Cívica in the run-up to Argentina’s 2007 presidential election.  As his role in Coalícion Cívica involves examining long-term trends, Santiago chose to focus his Fellowship on future trends in a range of fields including energy, politics, demographics, environment and education, and called his program “Travelling into the Future: The World by 2020”.  A secondary goal was to try and understand the American way of life and answer such questions as: What is the real soul of the U.S.?  What changed since September 11, 2001 that dramatically shifted the way the world sees the U.S.?  How and why did the strongest country in the world lose its moral authority and goodwill while defending freedom and democracy?  In pursuit of these questions, Santiago visited Washington, D.C., Houston, Austin, L.A., San Francisco, Seattle, Salt Lake City, Boston, and New York on his fellowship.
Against the backdrop of an historic presidential election and financial crisis that in many respects upended conventional wisdom on future trends, Santiago examined several factors that may challenge the world’s continued growth over the past half century.  They are: population (a crowded world with rising social tensions); resources (a battle for natural resources including food, water and energy); integration (a wealthy world but higher inequalities); information (the knowledge society and its cultural impact); technology (the key to entering the 21st century); conflict (new actors and availability of weapons of mass destruction); and governance (a new world needs a new model).
Santiago believes two factors are critical for a nation in time of crisis—its values, usually enshrined in constitutional law, and its long-term vision—and he finds Argentina lacking in both.  He writes, “While the world is struggling to find a solution to the financial meltdown and avert subsequent economic recession, the Argentine administration just blamed the U.S. and claimed that the Argentine economy will remain strong.”  He believes that Argentina has pursued its short-term needs to the detriment of a long-term vision, which has affected international confidence and goodwill and will in turn mean diminished investment and increased international isolation.  The process of developing a long-term vision is critical and “quite ambitious but essential to reassure stability and sustainable growth.”  Santiago will bring ideas gained and lessons learned during his fellowship back to Argentina to apply to Coalícion Cívica’s “Long Term Vision – Argentina 2016” in order to prepare for its national platform.






