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As director of the National Forum of Organizations Working with the Disabled, Dr. Rahman is dedicated to promoting the well-being and full range of opportunities for all Bangladeshis. NFOWD, which has expanded rapidly in the past decade, is a 260-member strong network of NGOs working in the field of disability in Bangladesh. As director of this influential national organization, Dr. Rahman is responsible for overseeing coordination among NFOWD’s member organizations, raising awareness and commitment to the needs of people with disabilities, and educating and influencing policy-makers. During his fellowship, Dr. Rahman met with organizations advocating for and providing services to people with physical and developmental disabilities, as well as organizations advancing human, civil, and political rights of people with disabilities.
Dr. Rahman launched his program by spending a full day with the president of the American Association of People with Disabilities, and continued through a week of meetings with national leaders in the disabilities rights movement, ranging from key authors of the Americans with Disabilities Act to the director of the National Disability Rights Network, the Washington DC Director of the Department of Disability Services, World Bank experts in disability, and key staff and faculty at Gallaudet University, the first institution for the advanced education of the deaf and hard-of-hearing in the world. 
To complement these meetings with national policy makers, Dr. Rahman visited with individuals and organizations to observe how these policies are implemented at the state and city level. From Platteville Middle School (WI) to the Veterans Administration Medical Center in Jackson, MS, from the Disability Commissioner’s Office of Chicago to the Disability Rights Legal Center in Los Angles, Dr. Rahman had the opportunity to learn about the public, private, academic, legal and medical approaches to serving and advocating for people with disabilities in communities small and large. 
His program concluded with a series of meetings with international policy makers, affording the opportunity to observe how national policies are influencing international ones, and vice versa. Dr. Rahman found that, on the one hand, people with disabilities in the U.S. benefit from legislatively mandated access to education, accommodation, and employment, as well as highly developed technologies that ease mobility and communication. On the other hand, he noted that in Bangladesh, people with disabilities are less stigmatized and that in lieu of institutionalization, family support systems ensure a greater level of practical, day-to-day support. Dr. Rahman reflected on these and many other findings during an hour-long interview conducted by Dr. Joyce Bender for her radio and web-cast program “Disability Matters.” 
Fortuitously, Dr. Rahman had the opportunity on his final day of travel to attend the historic ratification of the global Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities held at the United Nations. About his fellowship, Dr. Rahman stated, “This has been an experience of a lifetime, one beyond my wildest imagination. It was a great opportunity to expand our networking relationships here in the U.S, and also to find new allies who could extend technical support towards the growth of some of the leading organizations in Bangladesh.”






