EISENHOWER FELLOWSHIPS – 2008 Multi Nation Program
www.eisenhowerfellowships.org 

Nia Dinata 

Writer, Director & Producer

Kalyana Shira Films

Jakarta, Indonesia
At the forefront of Indonesia’s filmmaking renaissance, Nia Dinata is an award-winning writer, director, and producer who focuses her lens on both traditional and non-traditional subject matter. She has screened her shorts and feature-length films before audiences throughout Asia, Europe and the U.S. In addition to her own films, Ms. Dinata has co-produced and directed films, TV programs, TV commercials, and music videos. In 2000, she founded the independent film production company Kalyana Shira Films in order to increase opportunities and exposure for women and independent filmmakers in Indonesia. A passionate advocate for enhancing the quality and perception of Indonesian film, Ms. Dinata founded the Kalyana Shira Foundation in 2006 and co-founded the Indonesian Film Society in 2007. To support her goal of fostering a sustainable film industry and an educated film-going public in Indonesia, Ms. Dinata focused her fellowship on examining the U.S. film industry and film organizations involved in research and development, as well as production, distribution, and archiving.

Having pursued film studies at New York University and presented her films at several U.S. festivals in subsequent years, Ms. Dinata saw her fellowship as an ideal opportunity to complement that exposure by gaining familiarity with the institutions that produce and promote both the film development process and the presentation of films. Program highlights included an in-depth tour of the Packard Campus of the National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, a state-of-the-art facility where the Library of Congress acquires, preserves and provides access to the world’s largest and most comprehensive collection of films and other audio visual material; a tour of DreamWorks Studio in Redwood City, CA; in-depth meetings at the Sundance Institute; and brunch with actor William H. Macy. Ms. Dinata also visited the American Film Institute, Film Independent, Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Institute, and Martin Scorcese’s Film Foundation. 
Film commission offices in Philadelphia, New York, and Los Angeles were an interesting model for Ms. Dinata, particularly given their combined mission to provide valuable services to filmmakers while at the same time boosting regional economies. She found that, like in Indonesia, public support for the film industry is minimal, with Hollywood and others in the industry, be they actors, directors, scholars, or film lovers, “bringing the genuine concern and passion for sustaining the growth of filmmakers to create, embrace and live in diversity.”

Ms. Dinata had the opportunity to present and screen her films several times during her fellowship. She served on a panel with prominent women filmmakers during the Philadelphia Film Fest; screened and discussed her films at New York University, Drexel University, and New York’s New School (for a film class taught by Simone Duarte, Brazil ‘96); screened a film to open Duke University’s Marketing Muslim Women conference; and screened two of her films during the LA Asian Pacific Film Festival. Ms. Dinata also attended the San Francisco Women’s Film Festival, Tribeca Film Festival, and the San Francisco Film Festival. She anticipates future collaborative efforts with the Global Film Initiative, and is considering writing a screenplay about the significant Indonesian immigrant community in Philadelphia, as part of a larger investigation into whether the ‘American Dream’ still exists today. 
Ms. Dinata returns to Indonesia determined to foster a robust NGO sector devoted to film, and concludes “I am prepared to participate in the worldwide network of Eisenhower Fellowships through films. Embracing the unique diversity of the network and celebrating it, sharing it through the language of cinema.”






