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An activist fighting climate change through the implementation of sustainable energy policies, energy efficiencies and renewable energy projects, Peter Rohonyi is the Campaign Manager for Energy and Climate at Greenpeace - Hungary. Mr. Rohonyi, who has also been deeply involved with Amnesty International - Hungary, is responsible for research, analysis and strategic planning of various projects. Greenpeace has become Hungary’s best known NGO in the areas of energy and climate. 

Mr. Rohonyi, who has spent most of his professional life working with media, arts and human rights, used his fellowship to learn more about environmental sustainability, corporate social responsibility, proven energy solutions at the state, county, municipal levels, and the future convergence of environmental and human rights organizations. 

A great addition to the 2008 MNP was the team diversity visits, whereby Peter experienced three days at the Navaho Nation with four other Fellows, where they explored first-hand the living conditions within tribal lands and their respect toward this land.  As an environmental activist, this was particularly fascinating for him to see the Native American experience in the southwestern United States.

Leaders who greeted Peter ranged from energy and climate government policy leaders (Greenpeace USA, Nuclear Information and Resource Service, Sustainable Energy Network, and others),  scientists (National Renewable Energy Lab in Golden, Colorado), NGO leaders, and human rights activists.  Peter noticed during fellowship that there seems to be growing support for climate protection and that many “good minds” are already equipped to be the voice of change amongst individuals in civil and corporate society throughout America.    On the other hand, he observed the use of coal in small or depressed communities and considered this “exploitive” of those communities.  
A key conference entitled “Ecocity World Summit” which took place in San Francisco was key to Mr. Rohonyi’s program and was a highlight of his U.S. experience.  The conference brought together key innovators, decision makers, technology experts, businesses and organizations shaping the conversation around ecological and sustainable city, town and village design, planning and development.  He intends to put these issues on the economic and environmental agenda for 2008 and beyond.  Attendance at the conference helped to solidify in his own mind the role that Hungary can play in the global planning efforts.

Peter also had meetings with Eisenhower Trustees Joel Spira (Lutron Electronics) and John Whitehead (AEA Investors) and visited USA Fellows’ farms:  Suzanne Ginger (Illinois, who was a Fellow to Hungary) and Bill Warren (fellow to Austria and Germany based in Walla Walla, Washington).  

Peter’s fellowship resulted in many new linkages to renewable energy business leaders and will lead to future interaction with networks of professional contacts here in the U.S.  He will also connect the planners of the 2009 Eisenhower Paris Energy Conference to cutting-edge climate change scientists.  He returns to Budapest equipped with more insight and knowledge to propel his work for Greenpeace.

