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Dr. Somkiat Tangkitvanich is Research Director for the Thailand Development Research Institute. Trained as a computer scientist, he has been interested in technology-related policy issues since he was at university. After conducting research on telecommunications policy, he broadened his expertise to other subjects, including trade policy, economic regulation, and political reform. He is responsible for drafting legislation and regulations on privatization, public procurement, telecommunications, and broadcasting.  Dr. Tangkitvanich has been recognized in Thailand as a pioneer researcher in the area of policy-related corruption and was the main architect of its first public service television station.  During his fellowship, he focused on the impact of technological convergence in the ICT market, market-based regulatory instruments, and initiatives to reform economic and political institutions.

His fellowship meetings provided Dr. Tangkitvanich with unique opportunities to meet with government officials and experts in his fields of interest.  He classified his meetings into four categories: US Political System, Corruption in the Public Sector, Corporate Governance, and Private Sector Corruption.  He noted several meetings as highlights of his program.  His visits to the federal Congressional Budget Office, the California Legislative Analyst’s Office, the California Research Bureau, and attendance at a Brookings Institution conference all provided him with a better understanding of the US political system.  Dr. Tangkitvanich found his meetings with the New York Attorney General’s Office and the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Northern California to be particularly informative with respect to public corruption issues.  With respect to corporate governance and private sector corruption, he found most interesting his meetings with a white collar criminal defense attorney, Board Source, and Better Business Bureau Charities Division.
He looks forward to implementing several projects inspired by his fellowship program.  Specifically, he intends to nurture the non-profit sector by improving transparency and accountability, supporting capacity building for Boards of Directors of non-profit organizations, creating an internet platform for exchanging public and community radio programs, improving support and research for the Thai legislature, and setting up a budget watch program to analyze the Thai government budget.
As for the fellowship as a whole, Dr. Tangkitvanich concluded that “the Eisenhower Fellowship provided me with an ideal opportunity to develop my professional career....With the diverse exposure from my fellowship, I have significantly expanded my perspectives, enhanced my professional capabilities, and broadened my networks.”






