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Dr. Suaad Al-Harthi has extensive experience directing and supervising the progress of Saudi Arabia’s 13 Female Community Colleges.  She is a prominent figure in developing the strategic planning and initiatives for the country’s education system. Dr. Al-Harthi works on key consultancy projects with the government and higher education entities and is currently participating in the establishment of a council to build women’s leadership.  During her fellowship she met with experts working in the fields of education, public policy and workforce development to discuss different programs, models and strategies.  

Her fellowship experience provided Dr. Al-Harthi with opportunities to discuss issues impacting the higher education community in the United States and Saudi Arabia, the role and social conditions of women in the United States and Saudi Arabia, and current research on education generally.  She was pleasantly surprised to find that many of the organizations she visited have relationships with Saudi Arabian institutions and/or people.  For those organizations and people for which there was no cooperation with Saudi Arabia, Dr. Al-Harthi encouraged such a relationship and hopes to establish more collaborative programs with them. 
Highlights of her fellowship program were the two days she spent at Maricopa Community College, a visit with the Executive Director of Women Employed, an organization dedicated to improving women's economic status and removing barriers to economic equity, and an appointment with the Interfaith Youth Core.
In addition to her professional appointments, Dr. Al-Harthi spent much of her free time meeting Americans.  Whether it was learning and using the public transportation system, visiting a public park, or speaking with the check-out clerk at a store, she took every opportunity she found to reach out to Americans.  She spoke to many people about their impressions of Saudi Arabia, views on women, and views on family.  She concluded that Americans are a “peace-loving people ready to provide service and adaptable to change.  They are keen to understand the future of America and the importance of activating their role to build a peaceful world.”

As for the fellowship as a whole, she found that “this program, compared to others in which I previously participated, turned out to be the best.”  As a result of the fellowship, she hopes to review her notions of higher education.  She also “desires to activate the role of women and assist them to be more effective participants.  In addition to building sophisticated models of research, I expect to contribute to the preparation and implementation of future plans for the development of my country.”
