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Zuzana Wienk is founder and Executive Director of Fair Play Alliance, a non-profit government watchdog organization.  She is responsible for managing the organization and its programs, acting as public relations director, and serving as the organization’s primary representative to the public.  Prior to her career at Fair Play Alliance, Ms. Wienk learned about Slovak society as a journalist.  As a result of her experience reporting the news, she became aware of the need for a watchdog organization and established Fair Play Alliance.   The goal of Fair Play Alliance is to push for ethical, transparent, professional, and effective public administration and political representation.  During her fellowship, Ms. Wienk focused on ethical government practices, government oversight, investigative journalism, and non-profit management practices.
During her fellowship, Ms. Wienk met with government officials, leaders of non-profit organizations, academics, and investigative journalists.  Her visits to several journalism programs (Columbia University in New York City, Columbia College in Chicago, and University of Missouri in Columbia) provided her with a solid understanding of different methods for teaching investigative journalism.  Her meetings with the Executive Directors of OMB Watch and Center for Responsive Politics allowed her to share ideas with her American counterparts.  Among her most valuable meetings was her visit to the United States Office of Special Counsel through which she hopes to continue to benefit via an ongoing relationship.  
A highlight of Ms. Wienk’s visit to the United States was her visit to USA Fellow Suzanne Ginger’s farm.  She enjoyed meeting Suzanne and her family – as a networking experience, a cultural exchange, and an opportunity to make new friends.  In addition to the farm visit, she enjoyed driving from Columbia, Missouri to Canton, Illinois and seeing some of the American countryside.
Ms. Wienk found her fellowship experience very rewarding.  She noted, “My fellowship experience offered some time to draft strategic ideas for my organization and its sustainability.  It also allowed me to reflect back on my personal experiences, qualities, and challenges that have to be addressed for further personal and professional growth and development.  I am sure that after getting some rest and being able to distance myself from the everyday experience of the fellowship, I will view it as an important milestone that provided the necessary catalyst for another period of growth in my professional development.”
