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Dr. Ayobami Salami serves as Director of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Studies and is working to formulate environmental solutions that are economically viable, ecologically sustainable, and socially desirable.  Nigeria is one of the most rapidly developing nations in the world and, as such, must quickly address issues regarding carbon dioxide emissions, climate change, and deforestation.  While in the United States on his fellowship, Dr. Salami met with experts in both the public and private sectors who are working to develop policies and renewable sources of energy that positively impact the environment.

While in the U.S. on his fellowship, Dr. Salami had the opportunity to meet with universities in all parts of the country, both public and private. This allowed him to compare the work of the professors and institutions with that of his own university. He noted that in the area of environmental management the scholarship of professors in the U.S. is measured by policy relevance and significance over publishing.  This observation has led to a shift in his views of the role of professors and universities in the area of policy.  Dr. Salami also observed strong connections between academia and the public and private sectors.

One surprising finding from Dr. Salami’s visits to universities across the country was that of the eleven institutions of higher education he had the opportunity to visit, none had outreach programs in Nigeria. Those with research centers or student exchange programs had collaborations in South or East Africa.  Dr. Salami was surprised by this, as Nigeria is Africa’s second largest economy and its most populous nation. Nigeria is an important strategic player in the geopolitics of the region and Dr. Salami thinks the lack of connections with the U.S. is due to a lack of information as well as reliable contacts. 
A highlight of Dr. Salami’s time in the U.S. was his visit to Maine. In addition to valuable meetings at the University of Maine he had the opportunity to spend time with two USA Fellows. These connections deeply enriched his understanding of and appreciation for American culture. In addition, the time spent and connections offered by the USA Fellows created an early appreciation of the EF network.  Dr. Salami hopes that he will have the opportunity to extend this kindness by active participation in the wider Eisenhower Fellowships network.
As a result of his fellowship, Dr. Salami plans to maintain relationships with several of the institutions that he visited in the hopes of creating programs in Nigeria.  He plans to organize an international training course on climate change in Nigeria, as well as host seminars with the faculty and staff of his institute to share some of the knowledge gained on his fellowship. Additionally, Dr. Salami is planning to write a book on sustainable development in Africa with a professor whom he met on his program.
