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Through her work as Projects Officer with the International Finance Corporation, Cherine El Sayed promotes commercial microfinance in the Middle East and North Africa.  Ms. El Sayed has developed extensive international linkages while working with teams of investment officers and technical assistance providers to promote the commercialization of microfinance in the region. While on fellowship, she focused on green microfinance and the Millennium Development Goals for eradicating hunger and poverty and ensuring environmental sustainability.  Specifically, she examined the role of microfinance institutions in providing clients with renewable energy technologies and providing financially viable green solutions to mitigate the effects of climate change.   
Access to energy is a critical part of improving quality of life. According to Ms. El Sayed, however, it has not been addressed on a broad scale in the majority of microfinance schemes.  It is a critical area of development that must be addressed in order to contribute to the industrialization of developing countries.  As access to energy increases in poor and rural parts of the world, energy efficiency technologies and ways to minimize carbon emissions become more critical on a global scale.
Ms. El Sayed met with a number of organizations across sectors involved with responsible investing, responsible business practices, and environmental sustainability. She also attended two conferences while in the United States in order to further understand the areas of responsible investing, business sustainability and energy efficiency: The BSR Conference in San Francisco and the NREL Industry Forum in Denver. Her program afforded her the opportunity to gain perspectives on energy efficiency and renewable energy from the perspective of government agencies, small nonprofits, multilateral organizations, and universities.
While on her program Ms. El Sayed found that renewable energy is now part of the mainstream energy sector in America, no longer a small set of specialized technologies. This is important as worldwide energy production is projected to double in the coming years.  Finding ways to mitigate this increase by lowering carbon emissions is imperative.  Sectors aiming to do just this will be a large area of growth in employment worldwide. 

Ms. El Sayed found that responsible finance and philanthropy are already making a difference in the realm of sustainable energy and promoting renewable and sustainable energy solutions to their target populations.  However, she believes that these areas cannot maintain support for large scale projects due to resource constraints.
As a result of her fellowship, Ms. El Sayed will continue to think about the topics she explored while in the U.S. and how they can be applied to her work.  She plans to pursue opportunities to expand access to renewable energy across the Middle East and North Africa.
