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Fabby Tumiwa has been involved with energy and climate policy for over ten years, currently as Executive Director of the Institute for Essential Services Reform, an NGO which conducts research, policy advocacy and lobbying in the four thematic areas of access to energy, electricity governance, climate change mitigation, and extractive industries reform.  His fellowship goals included gaining insight into clean energy technology innovation and industry trends in support of low carbon development to meet the challenges of climate change.  To that end, he categorized his research in a few key areas:
Policies and regulations to support clean and renewable energy development:  Through visits to organizations like the U.S. Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, and Resources for the Future, Mr. Tumiwa gained a clearer understanding of the American Clean Energy and Security Act (Waxman-Markey Bill) and Clean Energy Job and American Power Act (Kerry-Boxer Bill).  
Institutions, regulations, and role of federal, state and local governments:  Mr. Tumiwa learned that both federal and state governments play very important roles in developing and promoting clean and renewable energy technologies.  Government funding in the form of grants, loans, and seed money is crucial in stimulating R&D activities and government partnerships with inventors and private financial institutions speed technologies’ move to the commercial stage.  He found that some states have more ambitious targets than others, and that some states’ programs are more advanced than those of the federal government.
State of the art clean and renewable energy technology and market development:  Mr. Tumiwa attended two renewable energy conferences during his fellowship, the Solar International Conference in Anaheim and the NREL Industry Growth Forum in Denver.  This was in addition to meeting people across the country to discuss solar technology, geothermal energy, smart grid technology and wind technology.  Site visits included to Juhl Wind in Woodstock, Minnesota and to Makani Power in San Francisco, which is developing a unique kite-like technology to harness high altitude wind power.  On the market development side, Mr. Tumiwa found that although the renewable energy market has generally shown considerable growth in recent years, and is catching up with Europe’s, the economic downturn and diminishing investments since 2008 have made it difficult for inventors and start-up companies.

As for leadership, Mr. Tumiwa learned on his fellowship that a leader doesn’t wait for an opportunity to arise to make change but instead creates the opportunity that leads to the change he or she wants to happen.  He concluded that the fellowship, travelling to ten cities in six weeks and meeting people with various backgrounds and positions, was “a unique and tremendous experience.”






