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As the Chairman of ICTAS Energy Generation and Trade Inc., Mr. Çeçen was responsible for the joint venture agreement with U.S.–based global power and alternative energy company AES Corporation. This joint venture operates under the name AES-IC Ictas Energy Generation and Trade Inc., of which Mr. Çeçen is the Chairman of the Board.  AES-IC Ictas Energy Generation and Trade Inc.’s portfolio includes 600 MW of hydropower; 250 MW of wind power; 700 MW of natural gas; and 600 MW of coal-fired power plants.  Mr. Çeçen used his fellowship to learn about global trends in energy technologies, American interest in investing in Turkey and the surrounding region, and developments in renewable energy, including energy efficiency and financing.
Mr. Çeçen visited a range of finance and energy related organizations during his fellowship. Highlights on the corporate side included visits to Citigroup, Bechtel, American Electric Power, and Ameren where he gained valuable insights into the U.S. electricity sector as well as American attitudes towards doing business in Turkey and the region.  One of the best experiences he had was his attendance at the Solar Power International 2009 conference where he met with several executives from Ausra and SunPower, which subsequently led to field visits to see their latest solar technologies.
As a result of a conference sponsored by the National Renewable Energy Lab and which he attended, Mr. Çeçen found that American society is committed to innovation but is very focused on its domestic market and uneasy about entering global markets because of negative experiences in the past, a promising domestic market, and the current economic crisis.  He anticipates this will have a negative impact on climate change discussions at the upcoming Copenhagen summit and the Climate Change Bill that is currently under discussion in the U.S. House of Representatives.
After his fellowship, he looks forward to following up with several of the professionals that he met during his visit to the United States, particularly with those who have global interests and a strong vision of the future.  In addition, he is planning to participate more effectively in solar energy organizations, the American-Turkish Council, and the Eisenhower Fellowships’ Turkish Alumni Association.

Mr. Çeçen concludes “it will take a while to digest [my experience] and develop my ideas from it.  But as a first glance I should say that the experience gave me a vision of what and how I should proceed in developing my business and in parallel my social responsibilities….It also gave me a vision for my personal development which I believe is a very important foundation for professional and social development.  It was a unique period of time when many things were under discussion in the US like healthcare, climate change, the economy, the Obama administration’s position’s, and Afghanistan.  I feel lucky to follow how those discussions are being held in the US.”






