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Jennifer McAllister is Director of Climate Change, Air and Noise at the New South Wales Department of Environment and Climate Change, where she leads a team of nearly 70 economists, ecologists, engineers, scientists and policy analysts to develop and implement NSW policies on climate change, air quality and noise pollution.  Ms. McAllister’s fellowship goals included exploring innovative public and private sector approaches, particularly emphasizing collaboration between business, government and environmental advocacy groups, in support of an economic and social transition to a low carbon economy.  The fellowship occurred at an interesting time for her against the backdrop of preparations for the Copenhagen round of negotiations to reduce greenhouse gases in December 2009.  Visits to organizations like the Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, Center for American Progress, and U.S. Climate Action Partnership were all valuable in understanding the U.S. position in those negotiations.
Ms. McAllister says her interaction with the other Fellows contributed significantly to her enjoyment of the fellowship.  Although all were linked professionally to the theme of energy, economics and the environment, the Fellows’ specific expertise covered a diverse range of specialties including “technology research, energy infrastructure, resource extraction, finance, and policy advocacy and implementation.”  The group’s collective experiences and resources exceeded her personal and professional expectations and she gained from their insights.
Ms. McAllister was interested in learning about cap and trade legislation in the U.S. congress.  She found that understanding of the cap and trade mechanism was significantly higher among Australian businesses and community groups than among their U.S. counterparts because of a longer lead time on scheme development in Australia.  She also discovered that the U.S. policy community was more accepting than Australia of complementary measures in addition to cap and trade, reflected in the legislative proposals currently on the table which contain a swathe of additional measures.

The NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water adopted responsibility for oversight of climate change in 2007, around the time the Australian federal government declared its intention to regulate greenhouse gases at the federal level via cap and trade.  Ms. McAllister says that the fellowship provided her with an opportunity to reflect on the utility of “early actions” her department pursued over the past two and a half years.  It also gave her a number of ideas to integrate into her department’s medium- to long-term climate change agenda.






