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At ScanEx, Russia’s leading remote sensing company, Oganes Targulyan is responsible for new project development, engagement with external stakeholders, environmental projects, and media outreach. He is strongly committed to enhancing corporate environmental performance and has established ongoing linkages between top energy companies and international NGOs. Mr. Targulyan serves as both Deputy Director of ScanEx’s External Relations Department and Director of their Oil Industry Footprint Assessment Project (in collaboration with TNK-BP and the World Resource Institute). He has facilitated the development of an online system to monitor oil pollution at sea utilizing satellite radar data, and initiated use of remote sensing technologies to assess fuel and energy distribution infrastructure efficiencies. 
During his fellowship, Mr. Targulyan focused on learning about oil and gas companies’ efforts to enhance environmental performance and non-financial transparency, particularly in the design and development of new energy projects such as oil field development and pipeline construction. To enhance his understanding in these areas, Mr. Targulyan met with senior officers at BP, Chevron and El Paso Gas, as well as representatives from Trust for Pipeline Safety, Environmental Defense Fund, Trust for Mutual Understanding, and the American Petroleum Institute. Through these meetings, Mr. Targulyan noted that before large-scale projects are undertaken preliminary impact assessments are typically prepared, with extensive involvement by external stakeholders at various levels, and that mitigation and adaptation plans are then produced. He also found that satellite data is primarily utilized just to meet regulatory requirements, although some interest exists for monitoring pipelines as a less costly means than field or aerial monitoring. 
To pursue his interest in the sustainable management of national lands in the U.S., Mr. Targulyan visited Philadelphia’s John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum, Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado, Olympia National Park in Washington, and Holly Springs National Forest in Mississippi. He observed that the U.S. national park, forest, and fish and wildlife systems are better financed than in Russia, in part due to environmental tourism, concession sales, and other revenue streams. He also noted that active community engagement is engendered by sustainably managed access, rather than just preservation as is practiced in Russia. In these protected regions, Mr. Targulyan found that remote sensing is used for mapping but rarely for ongoing monitoring due to cost constraints, the lack of usefulness in cloudy conditions, and the availability of information from overflying airplanes. He did note that remote sensing may increase for forest fire prevention and mitigation, as well as detection of damage by beetles and other pests.
Mr. Targulyan examined numerous interesting projects developed by universities, including plans for development of satellite tools to monitor direct CO2 emissions from on-land sources. He hopes to pursue joint development of online monitoring capabilities using a ground station for satellite data receiving; this station could be the base for a resource center which might share such data with allied universities. Through a meeting with the director of the National Center for Remote Sensing, Air, and Space Law at the University of Mississippi, Mr. Targulyan will explore the potential of arranging for Russian lawyers to meet their American counterparts to learn about American space law development and to advance public availability of high resolution space images currently only commercially available.  
Looking forward, Mr. Targulyan will initiate a joint project with the University of Maryland to develop satellite monitoring of Africa’s Congo Basin forest using a ScanEx ground receiving station, and will pursue organizing satellite data resource centers for educational use based on ScanEx ground receiving stations in collaboration with SPOT Image Corporation. Additionally, he hopes to establish a joint project with the U.S. Geological Survey’s Center for Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS), the national archive of remotely sensed images of the Earth's land surface acquired by civilian satellites and aircraft. 
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