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ZHU Yuezhong is Director of the Research Management and International Collaborative Division at the Energy Research Institute, National Development and Reform Commission. Mr. Zhu’s extensive expertise in energy demand forecasting and economic evaluations of energy scenario analyses have been critical to China’s role moving forward as the second largest energy consumer and third largest oil importer globally. The winner of numerous National Development and Reform Commission awards, Mr. Zhu has published over 50 articles and co-authored ten books related to China’s future energy requirements and long-term energy development strategies. On his fellowship, he sought to gain a fuller understanding of energy policy research in the U.S, energy technology development, responses to global climate change, and energy consumption data collection methodologies. 

Mr. Zhu visited primarily government and nonprofit organizations.  Although he found all of his meetings useful, he highlighted several where he felt he was shown excellent hospitality and received particularly useful information.  These included his meetings at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, American Council on Renewable Energy, Pacific Northwest National Lab, California Energy Commission, University of California at Berkeley, Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, Pacific Gas and Electric, and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
The highlight of Mr. Zhu’s fellowship was his visit to USA Fellow Bart Ruth’s farm in Rising City, Nebraska.  Mr. Zhu enjoyed the incredible hospitality of the family as well as the unique opportunity to spend time with Mr. Ruth’s extended family at Sunday dinner.  He was particularly impressed by the size of Mr. Ruth’s soybean and corn operation – a 1600 acre farm that operates most of the time with only 3 people.  While there Mr. Zhu learned that the American agriculture industry is heavily dependent on petroleum.
Mr. Zhu concluded that there is no widespread agreement in the U.S. about energy and environmental public policies and that, on the contrary, Americans have many different opinions on these topics.  He noted that, “in China, unless people are very familiar with you, they cannot tell you their true thoughts or viewpoints on public policies.”

After his fellowship, he will follow up with several of the professionals that he met during his visit in order to strengthen existing relationships between the Chinese Energy Research Institute and their respective organizations.  Through his meetings, Mr. Zhu observed that in the U.S. not only private companies but also government agencies concentrate on using market-driven ideas in addition to regulation, particularly with respect to developing new technologies.   He is excited to instill more market-driven approaches into Chinese energy programs with the aim of encouraging even greater technological innovation.






